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y City, Michigan 48706 


Dear 


auiw ( ;F ? :! vT ®^io. , 

HER® i > ;. i 5/yaf)nl 1 *'' 


Your letter was received on December 14th and I 


appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your views. Your good wishes are most encouraging and 


mean a great deal to me, 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovtf 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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J. 2d-ar Hoover 

F. B. I. 

V. r ashinvton f D. C. 
Dear ^ir: 


> ' / 


you are to be commended for your remarks about the late 
-ev. Kin'- and his Peace Award, 

If there was ever a miscarriage of justice, this Peace 
Award was it. How any -roup in their ri-ht minds could 
make this award to a person who flaunted the laws of 
court ir * disobeyed them with impunity, and was a 
rabble rouser of the worst type and who took refu-e 
oehin. the cloak of religion is beyond the comprehension 
of any normal ri-ht thinkin- person. 

Pay you continue to enjoy mood health and remain as 
one of our nation*s -uardians and leaders. 


Respectively, 
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Lafayette, Indiana 47602 ■■■ ^ UNCLASSIFIED 

- DATE,*^dtiLJYS&UM 

(.*-». 

I have received your letter of December 11th and 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your views. Your support is most encouraging and means a 
great deal to me. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, this 
Bureau does not have for distribution the material you requested. 

Sincerely yoors, 

J„ Edgat Eoovetf 
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Sullivan_ 

Mohr __ 

Bishop ___ 
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Casper _ 

Conrad_ 

Kell __ 

Gale ___ 

Rosen _ . _ 
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Holmes __ 
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NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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December 11, 1970 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20013 


Mr. Tolson -- 

Mr. Sullivan - 

Mr^Mohr-- 

j l^renrfan, C.D. 

Mr. Callahan - 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad - 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Gale - 

Mr. RoBen- 

Mr. Tavel- 

Mr. Walters - 

Mr. Soyars- 

Tele. Room- 

Miss Holmes - 

Miss Gandy - 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Congratulations!! On your comments about Rev. Martin 
Luther King. I always have openly expressed mv com- 


Luther King . I always have openly expressed my com¬ 
ments about him - a rabble rouser, trouble maker and a 
defiant of the law - however I was considered wrong. 


Noble Peace Award? My wife and I have stood in the hall 
where this award is given in Europe, and I cannot compre¬ 
hend Rev. King receiving this award in this august sur¬ 
rounding. 


Do you have available a copy of his talk "on the mount" 
the night before he was assassinated? I would like to 
carefully study the words about defying the law. 
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Private Life or 
£/.S. Property? 



A Commentary 
By Nicholas von H offman 

A decent regard for the family and friends of public 
men has inhibited cops, journalists and biographers 
from publishing embarrassing material about their 
private lives until after the principals have gone to 
their graves. This was the case with Benjamid Frank¬ 
lin, Alexander Hamilton and so on through to Warren 
Harding and Franklin ’Roosevelt. In life and in death 
another rule has been used with Dr. Martin Luther 

KiflP Jr Timp after time ii/p nii't nn iho nanor mrf 

-O-- — -—■w fT w uJ/ iliv WUU 

learn that he had a sex life, a rather ordinary one by 
American standards, and not much different from many 
other men of prominence. It wasn’t what Dr. King may 
have done in bed that made him the superior of so 

S K>lice chiefs, senators and presidents. 

newest nhyr over Dr. King's bebaviOT as an 
an male combs from a book by ii!?ck novelist 
John A." Williams. (“The'King God Didn’t Save;’ Coward- 
McCann, New York, 1970, $5.95, and don’t rush out to 
buy it expecting sexy passages because there aren’t 
any.) In the book Mr. Williams says, “As a black man. 

I do not have to ask why such ‘barnyard gossip’ was 
never circulated about the alleged, red-hot romance be¬ 
tween (deleted, white politician) and (deleted, movie 
star). Why should I ask after the alleged extracurricu¬ 
lar activities of (deleted, President) or (deleted. Presi¬ 
dent) or (deleted, prince) or (deleted, princess)? . . . 
Anything black people set into motion is going to be 
monitored, anything, and then if possible compromised.” 

Elsewhere the writer accuses the government of clan¬ 
destinely snapping pictures and tape recording episodes 
in the civil rights leader’s private life and then politic¬ 
ally blackmailing him: “At some point along the way, 
someone in the government let him (Dr. King) know 
that he had been tapgd and photographed in situation* 
that might be considered compromising by the Puritan \ 
masses. He was asked to soft-pedal his activities, to make 
the appearance of carrying on as usual when in sub- 
istance, he would not be . . . Black people assume that 
(J. Edgar Hoover has served for so long simply because <£, 
he must know a lot about a lot of people, things they ' Xj 
would not be happy to see made public. A former Sen^»' 
ate aide told me that once while attending a meeting 
of a group of senators, there was a serious discussion 
Jabout forming a task force to go into Hoover’s office, 
should he die suddenly, and remove the files. Presum- , 
*W*yihis was to prevent Hoover’s successor from using 

ifl/Wtfrn»tion.” r - y \ * * r - 
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# Using other sources Time magazine (Aug. 17) eor- 
JroBbratefWilliams, 'kayl rig/'‘Hoover explained to i&ig 
just what damaging private detail he had on the tapes 
and lectured him that his morals should be those be¬ 
fitting a Nobel prize-winner. He also suggested that 
{King should tone down his- criticism of the FBI. King 
took the advice. His decline in black esteem fol¬ 
lowed ...” 

This version of what happened at the 1964 King- 
|Hoover meeting is denied by some of Dr. King’s asso¬ 
ciates, although they say they’re still having their phones 
tapped. A number of newspapermen say that attempts 
were made to foist feelthy tape recordings on them. 
{Quite a picture that suggests. Mr. Hoover and/or his 
agents peddling smut, trying to get it printed in family 
newspapers and all the time telling us it’s Caramoonists 
that’re behind the obscenity. 

The cop-God remains silent and invisible behind his 
bureaucratic iconostasis. What he might say in his de¬ 
fense is unknown. No committee oi Congress, no one 
in the executive branch or the courts, has looked into 
these and other disturbing matters concerning his office 
and made the results public. If it’s true he has a dossier 
on all the important figures in officialdom, their un¬ 
willingness to make inquiries is understandable. 

But how should people who want to take a hand in 
[public affairs defend themselves against the FBI when 
its prurient interests are aroused? Perhaps sex laws 
which are obeyed with the same punctilio as our traffic 
laws should be changes to make anything that happens 
in private between consenting adults legal. Such is the 
case in Illinois. Another response might be to encourage 
public nudity and lovemaking, thereby debasing the 
value of feelthy pictures and dirty tape recordings so 
that th'e.V'fcan't be use'o as'uiacKmaii. ' ■“ 


{None of this exculpates Mr. Hoover antThisrepre- 
sentatives of what they did. First there is the question 
of what they were doing when King was murdered. If 
they were in a position to know what kind of under¬ 
wear the man was wearing, where were these girlie- 
magazine cops when the rifleman was drawing a bead 
on Dr. King? How come they couldn’t see that? 

.What was their role in the investigation of the mur¬ 
der? They appear to be the persons who discovered 
James Earl Raj% the man who is supposed to have done 
it alone, although he says he was involved in a con¬ 
spiracy with other unnamed and seemingly unsought in¬ 
dividuals. Lately a witness has been found locked up in 
an insane asylum who says the man running from the 
flop house bathroom where the shots were fired was not 
{James Earl Ray. What knowledge does the FBI have 
of that? . i 

Beyond such questions there is the matter of how 
fthe FBI appears to have used Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. A lot of public men lay claim to the title leader. 
They get it with the prefix “Honorable” but nobody’s 
ever seen the pack of them walking up a street leading 
a hundred thousand people. Martin Luther King actually 
was a leader. Millions of people followed him, both lit¬ 
erally and by holding their minds open to his in¬ 
struction. 

He made his mistakes, had his weaknesses, commit¬ 
ted his stupidities as all leaders and all people do, but 
he remains the outstandingly admirable public figure 
of our time. He began as a leader of black men and died 
a leader of men; he began as a leader in a fight against 
the legal formalities upholding racism and died fighting 
for decent wages for Memphis garbagemen and for all 
of us in attempting to bring peace in Vietnam. He was 
such a leader that he taught even his enemies. Today, 
what he said 10 years ago can be heard coming out of 
Jthe mouth of an Agnew, a Mitchell or a Nixon. 

Ilf Mr. Hoover misused the power of his office to 
Ibring him down, the FBI director and his accomplices 
have performed an act of unpardonable idiocy. Signifi¬ 
cant portions of both races trusted Dr. King to lead them 
to a new high ground of fraternal union; he stood for 
the legal and peaceful alternative to the killing that’s 
happening to us now, to the development of our native 
Tupamaros. When Chicago police detective James Al- 
fano Jr. died the other night of a sniper’s bullet, he and 
■every urban warfare victim could thank the FBI to the 
{extent that Mr. Hoover contributed to Dr. King’s de¬ 
struction and made those of us who hope for progress 
through peace and law look like fools. 


December 16, 1970 





Tolson _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr __ 


Bishop 


Brennan. C'.L). 

Callahan _ 

Casper _ 

Conrad _ 

Fell _ 

Gale _ 


Rosen _ 
Tavel .. 
alters 


I have received your letter of December 10th and 
want to thank you for your thoughtfulness. Your kind remarks 
are most encouraging and your support certainly means a great 
deal to me. 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovei! 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINc. 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


NOTE: Hufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Dec 10, 1970 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Thank you lor having the courage to speak out on the 
subject of Martin Luther King and his being awarded the ftbbel prize. 

As you might imagine, I and many others concur with you. 

I have always been one of your admirers. I shall never 
forget your warnings many years ago about the communistic aggression 
in our country. 

The unfortunate part is as I see it Mr. Hoover, the 
average American is too stupid to heed your advice, and you may go 
down in history as one of our country s' martyrs. --X hope I’m wrong! 

, Sincerely, 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of FBI 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 

The attached "quotes" credited to you expresses 
my opinion also and I would add that in my opinion no man has 
done more to plant the seeds of anarchy in this nation since it 
was founded - 


0 I' / 


You have my unreserved support and a loud AMEN! 





/s/ 


Sincerely 
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Monday, December 7, 1970 HOUSTON CHRONICLE 
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King Last ■ 
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Have Received Kobe! 
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j New York (U PI )-F BI 
_ D i r c c t o r J. Edgar Hoover 
says., (he late Dr. Marlin_Lu- 
thc r King Jr. “was” the last 
one in the world” who should 
have received the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

Hoover also said in a Time 
magazine interview published 
: .Sunday lie turned down a re¬ 
quest by the then-AUy, Gen, 
Robert K. Kennedy to lower 
FBI qualifications to hire 
1 more blacks. 

“I said. ‘Bobby, that’s not 
going lo be donv as long as 
I’m director of this bureau.’ 
j He said, ‘I don't think you’re 
being cooperative.’ And I 
said, ‘Why don’t you get a 
i new director?’ ” 

| Hoover said he spoke with 
[ ' president Lyndon B. 

■ bom.son about tire matter and 
I Johnson told him to “stick to 
? your guns.” 

‘ The FBI director said he 
once called King a liar bc- 
I cause the late civil rights 
^ leader said he never had criti- 
1 dzed the FBI. Hoover said he 
told King. “If you ever say 
anything that’s a lie again I’ll 
brand you a linriigain. 


“He never attacked the bu- * 
reau again,” Hoover said. 
King was assassinated April 
4, 19CC. ei 

Hoover said the exchange S' 
occurred in December, 13G4, a 
while King was preparing to e 
receive the Nobel Peace prize. a 
“He was the last one in the r< 
world who should ever have 
received it,” he said. h 

“I held him in complete E 
contempt because of the n 
things he said and because of w 
his conduct,” Hoover said. 

He said the FBI cooperates ^ 
with tlie Secret Service to pro- ^ 
tcct the president on trips P 
abroad. “You never have to *- 
wdrry about a president being n 
shot by Puerto Ricans or s 
Mexicans. They don't shoot 
very straight. But if they a 
conic at you with a knife, be- l 
ware.” p 

Hoover said the FBI is re- 5 
cruiting 50 percent of its * 
agents from the officer corps 
in Vietnam whose members d 
are all “above average in per-. J 
sor.al appearance.” ’ s 

He said he will remain FBI ' 
chief so long as his physical 
condition perraitSr-Hcover is 
72. 
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I have received your letter of December 7th and 
want to thank you for your thoughtfulness. Tcur support of my 
work is most encouraging and means a great deal to me. 


Sincerely yours, 



?, Edgar Hoover' 


NOTE: Bufiles disclose one prior outgoing to her dated 11-30-64 in 
reply to her letter praising the Director’s work. 
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Dec. 7, 1970 

F.B.I. 

Director J. Edgar Hoover 

DearSir: (TV, /Vo /., | Ixrfi °lv^j 

According to the enclosed clipping, I agree with you 
100%. I’ve said all along that King wasn’t worthy of the Nobel Peace 
Prize . . . 

King did nothing but incite, which caused rioting etc, 
so why would he be entitled to a peace prize. 

The person or persons who suggested that King 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize certainly should have their head 
examined. 


Good luck to you and keep up the good work. 


Sincerely, 


h7( c ) 
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/noover Says Dr. King 
Wasn't Worthy of Nobel 


NEW YORK (UPI> — FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover says 

laf a TV- M- "tin T JifV»or Vinir 

4-^UUIVi 

Jr. was “the last one in the 
world” who should have re¬ 
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Hoover also said in a Time 
magazine interview published 
yesterday that he turned down a 
request by then-Atty. Gen. Rob¬ 
ert F. Kennedy to lower FBI 
qualifications in order to hire 
more blacks. 

“I said, ‘Bobby, that’s not 
t?oing to be done as long as I’m 
director of the bureau ' H p said, 
“I don’t think you’re being coop¬ 
erative.’ And I said, ‘why don’t 
you get a new director?’ ” 

"Stick to Your Guns” 

Hoover said he spoke with 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 
about the matter and Johnson 
told him to "stick to your guns.” 

The FBI director said he once 
called King a liar when the civil 
rights leader said be never had 
criticized the FBI. Hoover said 
he told King, “if you ever say 
anything that’s a lie again I’ll 
brand you a liar again.” 

“Strange to say, be never at¬ 
tacked tire bureau again for as 


ilong as he lived,” Hoover said. 
King was assassinated April 4, 

f 1QCO 

j 

! Hoover said the exchange oc¬ 
curred in December 1964 while 
King was preparing to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 

“He was the last one in the 
world who should ever have re¬ 
ceived it,” Hoover said. "I held 
him in complete contempt b- 
because of the thing be said and 
because of his conduct.” 

Protecting the President 

Hoover said the FBI cooper¬ 
ates with the Secret Service to 
protect the president on trips 
abroad. “You never have to 
bother about a president being 
shot by Puerto Ricans or Mexi¬ 
cans. They don’t shoot very 
straight. But if they come at you 
with a knife, beware.” 

Hoover said the FBI is recruit¬ 
ing 50 percent of its agents from 
the officer corps in Vietnam, 
whose members are all “above 
average in personal appear¬ 
ance,” be said. 

He said he will remain FBI 
chief as long as his physical con¬ 
dition permits. Hoover is 72. 
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December 9, 1970 


1 Mr. Rosen_ 

I Mr. Tavd_ 

Mr. 1VaJUrs_ 

Mr. St yam_ 

Tde. Room_. 

iiirs Holmes. 
Mias Gandy_ 


Mr. j. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: / 


The enclosed clipping from one of our local area n 

,+ has prompted my first "fan” le++«r + 6 newspapers. Reading 

millions agree with yo!.Jus? ° f 65 ‘ Be 3SSured ™ 

of the abuse you and your bureau his loput u?l%* ^ + ° Spli+ s ^ e 
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Vow York (UPD-FBI 
DircclorJ. Kdgar Hoover 
says tf:o laic Dr. Martin Lu¬ 
ther King Jr. “was the lost 
one in the world” who should 
have received the Nobc! 
Peace Prize. 

lluover also said in a Time 
magazine interview published 
Sunday he turned down a re¬ 
quest by the then-AUv. Gen. 
Hubert F. Kennedy to lower 
FBI qualifications to hire 
more blacks. 

“I said, ‘Bobby, that’s not 
going 10 be done as long as 

V»Vl /lixnMAt. ~ C iL:„ 1- $ 

a at tmiLiUi u. LiUTUdUv 

He said, ‘I don’t think you’re 
being cooperative.’ And I 
said. “'Any don't you get a 
new director?’ ** 

Hoover said he spoke with 
former President Lyndon B. 
Johnson about the matter and 
JH.;oun told him to “stick to 
your guns.” 

Tiic FBI director said he 
once called King a liar be* 
cause the late civil rights 
eider said he never had criti- 
'' ied tiic FBI. Hoover said he 
r/jf King, “If you ever say 
„ /thing that’s a lie again I’ll 

....... „ V._!_ 

<* inn again. 

' “lie never attacked the bu¬ 
reau again,” Hoover said. 
King was assassinated April 

i, joca. 

Hoover said the exchange 
occurred in December, 1304, 
v.hilc King was preparing to 
receive the Kobel Peace prize. 
“He was the last one in the 
world who should ever have 

received it " hr* c-vm 

ill# «VIUt 

“I held him in complete 


contempt because of the 
things he said and because of 
his conduct,” Hoover said. 

He said the FBI cooperates 
with the Secret Service to pro¬ 
tect the presideni on trips 
abroad. “You never have to 
worry about a president being 
shot by Puerto Ricans or 
Mexicans. They don’t shoot 
very straight. But if they 
conic at you with a knife, be¬ 
ware.” 

Hoover said the FBI is re¬ 
cruiting 50 percent of its 
agents from the officer corps 
iu Vietnam whose members 
are all “above average in per¬ 
sonal appearance.” 

He said he will remain FBI 
chief so long as his physical 
condition permits. Hoover is 
72. 
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Hr* J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Per.rsylvania Ave. at 9th, N*W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


ALL If!: 
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••It. Casper 

December 10, 1970 *£• £jnri.d_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tavrl 

Mr. Walters__ 

.. —tm »r; Mr * So - ars _ 

« ' . • . 1.1 Tela. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Mias G*ndy__ 


Jt>8i 




Yours is, indeed, a voice in the wilderness of misguided actions 
on the .part of towns and cities naming hospitals, parks, etc. after Martin 
Luther King, Jr. X was delighted to read in our local newspaper (enclosure) 
of your stance - a rarity today. | 

Thank heavens for people of your stature: You*ve had the courage ^ 
to speak out and say what I and many others have thought from the time the s 
award to King wac announced. I 

I do not know what we will do without you once you decide to re- ^ 
linquish the reins of a most important Bureau today. May you be blessed [ 
with abundant good health and, thus, be able to continue for many years to t 


Yours sincerely 
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Hoover Blasts Nobel Prize 




to King ? 

NEW YORK (UPI) — 
FBI Director John Edgar 
Hoover says the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
“was the last one in the 
world” who should have 
received the Nobel Peace 
prize. 

Hoover also said In a 
Time Magazine interview 
published Sunday he 
turned down a request by 
the then-Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy to low¬ 
er FBI qualifications in or¬ 
der to hire more blacks. 

“Said, 'Bobby, that’s not 
going to be done as long as 
I’m director of this bu¬ 
reau.’ He said, ‘I don’t 
think you're being coopera¬ 
tive.’ And I said, ‘why 
don’t you get a new 
director?* ” 

Hoover said he spoke 
with former President 
Lyndon B. Johnson about 
the matter and Johnson 
told him to “stick to your 
guns.’ 


Tells RFK Row 


lived,” Hoover said. King 
was assassinated April 4, 
1968. 

Hoover said the ex¬ 
change occurred in De¬ 
cember, 1964, while King 
was preparing to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 
“He was the last one in 
the world who should ever 
have received it,” he said. 

“I held him in complete 
contempt because of the 
things he said and because 
of his conduct” Hoover 
said. 

He said the FBI cooper¬ 
ates with the Secret Ser¬ 
vice to protect the Presi¬ 
dent on trips abroad. “You 
never have to bother about 
a President being shot by 
Puerto Ricans or Mexi¬ 
cans. They don’t ahoot 
very straight But if they 


come at you with a knife, 
beware” 

" Hoover said the FBI is 
recruiting 50 per cent -of 
its agents from the officer 
corps in Vietnam whose 
members are all “above 
average In personal ap¬ 
pearance.” 

He said he will remain 
FBI chief so long as his 
physical conditions per¬ 
mits. Hoover is 71 


/ 


THE FBI DIRECTOR 
said he once called King a 
liar because the late civil 
rights leader said he never 
had criticized the FBI. 
Hoover said he told King, 
“If you ever say anything 
that’s a lie again I’ll brand 
you a liar again.” * 
“Strange to say, he nev¬ 
er attacked the bureau 
again for as long as hit 
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December 8, 1970 


Mr J Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr Hoover: 


:fr. 
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* *>• - :• J . 
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[ Hr. r.,v n 

5 ?! v. — 

T.Ir. Waiter*. 


Tele. Hoorn— 
Kaln'c* 
Kiss Gandy- 




On television the other night, excerpts indicated your 
non-support of Luther King, Jr. 

I, being one of the middle aged ’silent majority* 
commend you for fearlessly saying what I have felt 
for so long. 

I feel communism has been coming in our back door for 
so many years that most of the American citizenry are 
not aware of exactly what is happening. 

May God protect you with good health to continue your 
work. 
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. ..The '■ . misters” departed for thoir homes to spread the word of 

Oral Roberts, which was imparted to them at their first meeting, while 
those who woro "saved” will continuo to rocoivo "the word" in a six-easy- 
lossons correspondence courso in bible study. 

1 


5ecause of the undeserved credibility and reverence for the clergy and 

church, this society has created an image concerning them that permits 

charlatans, despots, and other criminals, to cloak themselves in an aura 

of respect and escape the insidious nature of their being. Some outst- 
% 

anding examples may be further noted, as follows - 


The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., whose Christian religion teaches 
paace-and-good-will from which his often repeated "non-violence" derived, 
was well aware that it was only a catch-phrase designed to placate author¬ 
ities while urging "demonstrations", knowing full well that mass demon¬ 
strations must inevitably lead to violence. Few will rememoer or acknow- 

loge the fact his leadership in the black movement was encouraged by and 

* 

for political reasons in an election year, nor that his Nobel Peace Prize 
was Communist inspired in Sweden at a time when John F, Kennedy was the 
most outstanding candidate with his Peace-Corps, The combination of 

- ~ - CO 
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Minister, Martyr, Nobel-Laurate, and leader of a once oppressed people, 
causes most people to forget and forgive the fact that his Communistic 
lo&nings and subversive militant associates required constant surveillance 
and electronic eavesdropping by the FBI from 1964, until his assasination 


Adam Clayton Powell, a politically motivated preacher of the Abyssinian 
Church of his constituents in Harlem, N.Y., has publicly declared that his 
church members and political constituents condone his action in stealing 
public funds, and as if to prove it, re-elected him unanimously. His 
charlatanism, like that of Rev. King, may be said to be the least of their 

'FriifcL-GCiCrlt B- $ -/0£/j 70 — 

. . ejclosut^ 


sins. 




W l,„ Franklin Graham, popularly known as Billy Graham, Is a well known 
exampin of charlatanism. In that. In addition to his world-wide evangelical 
activities, ho (or his staff members) writes a daily column for many news¬ 
papers, in which he provides answers to ALL problems which, in the opinion 
of this writer, qualifies him for momborship in the not-too-excluslve club 
of those pretenders to more knowledge than they possess, namely, quacks, 
or charlatans if you profor# 

whether it be Billy Graham with his fundamental!st-dogmatic-charisma'tic 
approach! Kartln Luther King, Jr., and Adam Clayton Powoll, with thoir 
enigmatic doingsj Oral Roborts with his flamboyant anticsj or Bishop Shoon 
with his dramatics, joined by Popo Paul VI with his holy-hogvash, they, 
and all of their religious profession are, in fact, CHARLATANS, within 
the meaning of the word first stated, and it is thought that many of them 


r."zt necessarily know it. 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING 

TIME MAGAZINE ARTIIXE 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, HONOLULU (100-6313) 1 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KIN G r /, . 

TIME MAGAZINE ARTICLE /V A’ 

' ll& 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are a series //p f y; 
of articles which appeared in Honolulu newspapers on the / 
evening of 8/10/70 and 8/11/70 concerning the recent article/ 
which appeared in "Time” magazine alleging that the Director 
chastised subject for his extramarital activities. Also 
enclosed are two editorials which appeared in both the morning 
"Honolulu Advertiser" and the afternoon "Honolulu Star- 
Bulletin" which have prejudged the Director and the FBI* These 
articles are all self-explanatory. 

e 

Inasmuch as it would appear this is a national 
press release and that the Bureau will be receiving numerous 



comments concerning the "Time" article, no direct action ^ 
is being taken to refute, substantiate and/or comment / 
concerning any of the statements appearing in the editorials. 


It would appear that both newspapers through their 
editorials have decided to be "judge and jury" of this 
affair, using the questionable article appearing in "Time" 
as their sole authority to judge the Director and the FBI* 

It would appear that no good purpose would be served in 
taking these editors to task for their unfair treatment of 
this affair without seeking clarification from the Director, 
and further any such contact would merely dignify their 
editorial comment/further action is being contemplated, 
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NEW \ ORK (AP) - 
T.ir.e magazine says the 
.r i>. Martin Luther 
' .V. muled his criii- 
we FBI alter its 
'..reci r. J. Edgar Hoo- 
Ci.nfronted him with 
revealing 
a.egrd extra-mari¬ 
tal act:v.'i? 5 . 

In «a.i ;.r .vie discussing 
a no\> conk about King, 
*‘7’:e Kirg God Didn't 
S_ r " by author John 
V.'.diaa.i Time gives its 
versi.-n of a 1964 meeting 
lx ween King and Hoo¬ 
ver. 

TIME SAYS Williams 
reportv- the FBI began 
l C -T Z --r.g's telephone 
and bugging his hotel 
rorms in 1963. While it 
unco\ r-rrc. subversion it 
e.d ♦urn up an astonish- 
.... amount of informa- 
w., a7out Xing’s exten- 
:.^c a ud vigorous sexual 
m .vities.” 

lime continues: “Wil- 
!i.lias ila* correct out* 

• me <«i tu.- .’'lit lajir .sto¬ 
ry. Wit. it Ik* hoes not 
haw is precisely what 
happened at the celebrat¬ 
ed meeting between FBI 
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Director Hoover and 

King in 1964. 

“Hoover, Time 
learned, explained to 
King just what damaging 
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Martin Luther King Jr. ; 


private detail he had on 
the tapes and lectured 
him that his morals 
should be those befitting 
a Nobel Prize winner. He 
also suggested that King 
should tone down his crit¬ 
icism of the FBI. King 
took the advice. His de¬ 
cline in black esteem fol¬ 
lowed, a decline sca¬ 
thingly narrated by Wil¬ 
liams.” 

THE FACT that the 
FBI had been tapping 
King’s telephone was dis¬ 
closed last year by FBI 
agent Robert Nichols in a 
Houston, Tex., courtroom 
where boxer Cassius 
Clay was seeking to va¬ 
cate a sentence for refus¬ 
al to be inducted into the 
Army. One of the moni¬ 
tored conversations was 
between King and Clay. 

Nichols was not al¬ 
lowed by the judge to say 
why King’s phone was 
tapped, but he said it oc¬ 
curred at a Time when 
Kuii: was allacking Die 
Fill for assigning South¬ 
ern agents, rather than 
Northerners, to protect¬ 
ing civil rights workers. 
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Ich>\ .■ con fronted him with tapes" 
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newspaper, city and state.) 


HONOLULU ADVERTISER 
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- NEW ‘ \ tVaK (UP1) - 
T.., e mac.\e in a news re* 
if ,.>e pnblisned yesterday 
'a.c that -Martin Luther King 
tor.ed dow. his criticism of 
the FBI after its director, J. 

: Edgar Hoover, confronted 
; him with wiretap transcrip- 
’ tior.s revealing extra-marital 
: “activities” by King. 

Time said the King-Hoover 
meeting occurred in 1964 
about it.i r years l)efore King 
was :os..ss,r!alf»(i in Mem- 
o,i.s A report on the meeting 
a this week s issue of the 
/n.-:„.«zinc. 

KIVi. A Baptist minister 
an*i Nobel Peace Prize win- 
nci. was head of the Sou th¬ 
orn Christian leadership 
Conference, a major group 
advocating better civil rights 
for Negroes. His wife Coretta 
is a leaner in the civil rights 
movement. 

Time said that at the 1964 
meeting “Hoover explained 


to King just what damaging 
private detail he had on the 
(wiretap) tapes and lectured 
him that his morals should 
be those befitting a Nobel 
Prize winber. He also sug¬ 
gested that King tone down 
his criticism of the FBI. 
King took the advice. His de¬ 
cline in black esteem fol-. 
lowed.” 

Time said >jts information 
came in conjunction with a 
new book on King by John 
Williams, a Negro, who 
argues that King was the 
? victim of a plot to manipu- 
| late, “castrate and ultimate-. 

-[ Jy destroy him." t 

“SUSPECTING that some : 
of his associates had Com¬ 
munist connections, the FBI 
began tapping King’s tele¬ 
phone and bugging his hotel 
rooms in .1963,” the Time 
press release on the article 
said. 

“From a security stand¬ 
point, the wiretaps uncov- 
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jfrefl nolhwe. They eslab- 
n ? 'inks between King 
and the Communists. & 

Williams reports, 
«y did turn up an aston- 
n " of information 
K,n S’s extensive and 
Vigorous sexual activities. 

I \nir (C °, UI)LNG 10 one of 
/ sources _ identi- 

fiod oniy as Person fi __ 

7 ,;!;i rtln and thc fest of them 
j Jmd a code. A very attractive 
woman Mas called Doctor. I 
j C n r^et the other names for 
I ;S Cl1 , not , so attractive. 

I ° nnan ‘ W , as a 

■•iVI ost newspapers ignored 

• the r, / I T- 0rs and leaks to 

■ * he t m ® f Kl ?S's extra-marital 
j aL l 1Vitles - but their existence 

^ d e e ne rmined Kin S’s effec- 
,, eness J ust ibe same. The 
| effect said Williams, was 

; Zl w ?W P° litica l sssassina- 

* bv iho in h S ,w ssparedit0n iy 

j ^the bullet of James Ear] . 


RAY WAS convicted of 
murder in the King slaying 

prison ‘ erV1 " g a m “ 



king 
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.MRS. Ki.NG 


Mrs. Kins' 
denies story 
on wiretap 

ATLANTA iUPI»—Three 
members of Dr. Martin Lu- 
■her Kind’s staff who attend¬ 
ed a meeting between King , 
ne FBI director J. Edgar 
, Louver denied yesterday a 
’Tjme magazine report that 
director confronted Kmg 
with wiretap evidence of ex* 

, ua-marita! activities. 

Mrs. Coretta King, in a! 
separate statement, also de¬ 
nied the Time story which ' 
said King timed down criti¬ 
cism of itM- i'j*i only after 


see editorial: 
“the King affair” 
Page A-10 


Hoover showee. him tapes 
which revealed “extensive 
and vigorous sexual, active, 
HesT’"^ 


(Mount Clipping in Spoco Bolow) 

- — -“The conversation between 
| my husband and Mr. Hoover, 

1 which he (King) related to 
me, do not correspond at all 
to the Time magazine re¬ 
port,” Mrs. King said. “The 
love, concern and devotion 
which Martin expressed to¬ 
ward me and the children 
are our most precious and 
treasured memories.” 

THE REV. RALPH D. Ab¬ 
ernathy, King’s successor as : 
president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence, the Rev. Andrew J. 

Young, and the Rev. Walter 
E. Fa untroy said they were 
all present during the meet¬ 
ing between Dr. King and 
Hoover “. . . and at no point 
did Mr. Hoover lecture Dr. 

King or ever comment on his 
personal life.’ 

The statement issued joint¬ 
ly by the three men said, “It 
is even more blantly untrue 
that Dr. King slowed down 
his activities because he felt 
threatened. History is the 
witness here.” 

They recounted King’s civ¬ 
il rights triumphs in Selma, 

Ala., in 1964, hie works to¬ 
ward obtaining key civil 
rights legislation from Con¬ 
gress in 1965, and other 
iuuve-ments by the blac k 
leader. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city ana state.} 

HONOLULU ADVERTISER 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 


6 - 11-70 

Pinal 


■ a ‘ u,r< MARTIN LUTHER 
PIU#S KING 


*C v i 


Character! 


100-6313 


'■w 


Claeel ficaltoni 
Submitting Office! 

| 1 Being Inveetlgated 


- -3; r 


ekclosure 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


■ I 'Rev. King's Collea gues 
•i Deny Story.. 


sent during the entire discus- 


work — for exampl e, •ihcr.b - 
servalions that Dr. King’s 


i ini red and loved by millions, 
;black and white. It discredits 


1 ani: widow have taken is* .‘even comment on bis person- science and cohesion to the 

, M'. w.tti Tune magazine al life . . . Time magazine cause ol black equality and 
a< . 1 : it a l!i;i-5 meeting )>c- jdiseredils itself in seeking to that he was the catalyst in 
-■ \mg ami Kill Director (throw ntud on a man ad- the formation of a truly na- 
J. H<i„.. Hoover. ♦mired and loved by millions, tional civil rights movement, 

i f.e throe colleagues of the jblack an ^ white. It discredits "As for the facts in the ar- 
i <ir;r. civil rights worker P lscI * in stoo P»ng to sensa- tide, Time stands by its re- 
t branded as “totally false" Uwnalism through fiction and porting.” 

T.me's report that Hoover lirresponsibility.” In Chicago, the Rev. Jesse 

• confronted King with wire- Jackson, national director of 

: tans revealtrw King s alleged A SPOKESMAN for Time, the SCLC s Operation Bread- 
cm ram aril r,l activities. commenting ton the state- basket, charged the FBI with 

Cornu S." Kins Mid in a ■H*2“L I “intentional defamation of 

iUtenten: from Atlanta (hat « Lkt ® ““ 

“! A T’i TTI0 ctflru _ 1 ___ *i_ _ ____? « « * 


cm ram aril al activities. 

Corolla S King said in a 
statement from Atlanta that 
r.e Time story “does not 
correspond" with what her 
husband told her. 

TIME. IN discussing au¬ 
thor John Williams’ new 
fc.v,* about King. ‘‘The Kin^ 
God Didn’t Save.” said Hoo¬ 
ver “lectured” King on his 
.Tiara .j *u»u ^..^gested he 
t' c.e down his criticism of 
the FBI. 

The Rev. Ralph David Ab¬ 
ernathy, King’s successor as 
head of the Southern Chris¬ 
tian Leadership Conference: 
the Rev. Andrew Young and 
the Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy 
said in a joint statement yes¬ 
terday: 

— -aH* three of us wfcrtrpre^ 


A SPOKESMAN for Time, 
commenting :on the state¬ 
ments, said: 

"A careful reading of 
Time’s article should make 
quite clear the magazine’s 
admiration for Dr.King’s 


“MR. HOOVER has. 
stooped to the lowest rungs 
of viciousness and malicious¬ 
ness in his underhanded dis¬ 
semination of information re¬ 
garding a deceased man,” 
Jackson told a news confer- 
fencef""^ 4 «.*--««■ 
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the King affair — 


S'.rf nnd disturbing arc words that 
> come to mind on the Time magazine 

* report that Martin Luther King toned 
I down .his criticism of the FBI and 
I lost influence after director J. Edgar 
| Hoover confronted him with wiretap 
\ evidence that revealed extra-marital 
| activities 

i The reports on the activities of the 
great civil rights leader are not new; 
indeed, that is part of the concern. 
But they were not before made front 
page gossip. 

Assuming it’s true, that truth 
shoe 1 d ccme out and man must pay 
for his transgressions, there can still 
be real sympathy for King’s widow 

~ —i _ 

aiiu v^iiiuieu. 

WRAT THE NEW flareup should 
, be is another weight on the scale of 
J reasons why the aged Hoover ought 
i to retire. The nation should not have 

♦ to wait until completion in a few 
, more years of Hoover’s dream — the 
i much-delayed new F3I headquarters 
: which presently at over $100 million 


Didn’t Save,” Negro author John A.. 
Williams pictures the aim of neutral¬ 
izing King’s activities and influence. 

Williams puts this in a racial con¬ 
text: 

“A black man, I do not have to 1 
ask why such ’barnyard gossip’ was 
never circulated about the alleged 
red-hot romance between Robert 
Kennedy and Marilyn Monroe. Why 
should I ask after the alleged extra¬ 
curricular activities of John F, Ken¬ 
nedy or Dwight D. Eisenhower or 
Prince Philip or Princess Margaret? 

"Anything black people get into 
motion is going to be monitored, any¬ 
thing, and then, if possible, compro¬ 
mised. That is the way things go in 
this nation; they always have . . 

BUT YOU DON’T have to be 
black to see the potential dangers 
from such invasions of privacy as 
bugging and wiretapping — dangers 
*. 5to both movements and individuals. 
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| will be the nation’s most costly gov- 

I orrrpr.t 

i ■ - 

1 For even if Hoover didn’t make 

i the threat as reported, the facts of 
the King wiretap and other reported 
, uses of the information from it are 
} disturbing enough. 

King wasn’t a subversive by al- 
j most anybody’s definition. Nor did 
| the wiretaps and buggings of his var- 
\ ious rooms seem to produce any un- 
j patriotic connections. 

BUT THE NOBEL Prize winner 
and black, leader was a growing foe 
of the Vietnam war, as well as of 
i Koine FBI activities. 

Perhaps writer-investigator l.F. 

‘ Stone put it most succinctly: "While 
\. tne excuse for tapping King's phones 
• was ‘internal security’ its chief result 
| was to permit the FBI to spread sto- 
| ries about King’s sex life.” 

— T".3 VvAnlr ifrlsi/ik ewvM«tL*.«3 4L*. 

” ***** muua wD^dlACU till? 

current controversy, “The King God 


Assume that Hoover didn’t do 
what Time magazine says, or that 
other FBI officials didn’t use the 
“King tapes” to discredit a great hu¬ 
manitarian leader and prophet of non¬ 
violence, as so many sources say they 
did. 

Then you still end up with an awe¬ 
some potential for evil, for turning 
gratuitous or non-productive inva¬ 
sions of privacy for the purpose of 
crime control into various forms of 
political blackmail in the hands of 
unscrupulous leaders, local or nation¬ 
al. 

* 

IF SOCIETY only understands 
that point, and how much privacy 
has already been invaded by increas¬ 
ing surveillance, then more apathetic 
citizens might start to realize why so 

AAiaiAJ UViiCi HWiUCCiitD tUC CUU- 

cerned and freightened. j,. ——* 
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(Mount Clipping In Spec* Bolow) 


ndefensible, If True 


Assuming the accuracy of Time Magazine’s report, 
w uch was published in this newspaper yesterday, the sup- 
:: aiy inviolate and incorruptible FBI is guilty of what 
n. y Americans fear most in big government today—in- 
c: personal privacy, and, therewith, intimidation. 
The story is this: 

Tne FBI began “bugging” the late Martin Luther King’s 
h-'.el ;v 'T.s and tapping his telephone in 1963. The federal 
suspected King of subversion. While it uncovered 
nr • ..c\ e/sion, Time says, quoting from a new book by 

V/iliiams “Tbn Kino Hid n’t Cntfo ” it *'AiA turn 

-...* ,,v A A l VIA U kUUl 

up on astonishing amount of information about King’s ex¬ 
tensive and vigorous sexual activities.” 

Time continues: 

“Wih.ains has the correct outline of the FBI tape story, 
what h< does not h ave A precisely what happened at the 
celebrated meeting between FBI Director (J. Edgar) Hoo¬ 
ver i-Ud Xing in 1964. $ 

“Ii^cver, Time learned, explained to King just what 
aama.inj. private detail he had on his tapes and lectured 
h:.‘." that his morals should be those befitting a Nobel Prize 
. u'.nci . fie also suggested that King should tone down his 
criticism of the FBI. King took the advice. His decline in 
biack esteem followed, a decline scathingly narrated by 
Williams.” 

Ti e intent here is not to defend the late Negro leader’s 

- c-rsonal misbehavior, if any. But, again assuming the cor- 

- -*otne^s of Time Magazine’s story, this is what happened: 
The Federal Government invaded the privacy of an indi¬ 
vidual and then browbeat—some people would call it 
olacicmail—the individual into silence. His offense? He had 
bes'-n criticizing this same federal agency for assigning 
Smilhert . ••cut.-, rather limn Northerners, to protect civil 
rig.iits workers in the South. 

An official explanation is, of course, due from Hoover. 
But no matter what the explanation, if the report is cor- 
official records for the purpose revealed is 
indefensible and outrageous. * . 
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December 7, 1970 





Ventura, California 93003 
^C C ) Dear 


ALL INFORMATICS CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^ lU-W F'v SiVd&Wl’**- 

lo’Slfo 

Your letter was received on December 3rd and, with 
respect to your inquiries, information concerning the alleged commu¬ 
nist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not, 
cannot be released because of Department of Justice regulations 
regarding all matters of a confidential nature. 

The only information I can furnish you regarding 
Mr. Howard D. Smcot is that he was employed by the FBI as a Special 
Agent from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951. His personal ven¬ 
tures as well as his opinions and comments since he left this Bureau 
are strictly his own, and it is not possible for me to comment on these 
in any v/ay whatsoever. 


MAILED g 

DEC - 'i i970 

* COr/l’v'l-FBf 


Sincerely yours, 
1. Edgar HoovetT 
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T«>l>-‘>n _ 

Sullivan _ 

Ik! «»tir _ 

Hitahop_ 

Brennan. C.l). 

Cnilnhan _ 

(’a.-prr _ 

('onrad _ 

Kt-Ji __ 

flair _ 

It 

Tiivi-I 


<-n 


Walter*_ 

Sokur* ____ 

Toll-. Itnoir,___ 

ll.ln. 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover; 

Mr. Hoover, since you are the Director of the FBI I thought 
that you'd, be the best source of information in my investigation. 
And my investigation is over MartinrJj. King, and in this invest¬ 
igation the word communist has come up. A Dan Smoot Report that 

I sent for gave some inference as to Mr. King’s association with 
a number of conunmunist party members or sympathizers. In this 
Report by Dan Smoot he gave enough conclusive information to 
make me believe that there is a dangerous number of communist 
party members in the civil rights movements. Of course I real¬ 
ize I might be asking too much for you to safely answer without 
getting involved with the side of security of which you must pro¬ 
tect. I know that you must feel pretty strongly toward the com¬ 
munist threat in our comntryaccording to your testimony in Jan- 

II J3rV C\ ^ 1 Q £J± o-f r\ -i <-* +- A ^ “1 y* A 4-V ** A *1 

J v-fc miViU J WU&W J.Q 1/ Xiia.lUCiiUC A 11 ^11C 

rights monement is ’’vitally important”. 

In this Dan Smoot Report vol. 10, no. 22, June 1, 1964 this 
statement was made by Mr. Smoot "Here are a few NAACP officials 
known to have communist-front records:" (and these names according- 
ly)."Roy Wilkins, Arthur B. Spingarn, Allan Knight Chalmers, 
Channing Tobias, A, Philip Randolph, Eric Johnston, Drl Robert 
c. Weaver, Lewis SC Gannett, Norman Cousins, Dr. Ralph Bunche, 
Alfred Baker Lewis, Earl B. Dickerson, Llpyd E, Garrison,Morris 
L. Ernst, Thurgood Marshall”, all of which has this for the foot¬ 
note : < Conf 2 iessional_Record, Feb.25,19!?6,pp.2796-2849 (daily) con- 

/c r /o(- (e> /6 — 

taining House Committee on Un-American Activities documents on 
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Ky high school history teacher has found it difficult to believe 
that those men are so conected as the report states. I believe 
you would probably be able to make a statement to verifyMr. Smoot's 
statement? 


Now, back to Hr. King, X would like to know exactly how many 
of Kings supposed peaceful nonviolence movements turned to violence. 
And were they by design nonviolently violent? 

Because of Dan Smoots ingagement with the FBI for so many 
years you must be familiar with him personally. so would you say 
something about Mr. Smoots character in reference to his extreme 
patriotism. 

I hope you were able to understand some of my*literary*? upheavals. 
And I'll be very grateful for your help, thank you I 


SincerelyiYours, 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 


October 26. 1970 
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J^KBrennanCDi ; 

Mr. Callahan- i 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Cnnra-i 
Mr- Felt—-- 

if u / 

xrir. u»ic i- 

Mr. Ro*enjq-— 

Mr. Tavel —|- 

Mr. Walter*- 

M*\ S ... s 

Tele. Knom-- 

Mv. 11 >• * 

Miss GaiH-y- 
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ILL INFORMATION CONTAINED' ' Y 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

n krcD.iL.MrI RV ^iPd . 

-^“fro7> 

Thank you for your letter dated September 15, 1970. However, 
it is very difficult, if not impossible for our conference to view your 
letter as a relevant or pertinent response to the letter we sent to 
the President with a carbon copy to your office. 


United States Department of Justic 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 


Our letter made no mention of the FBI engaging in blackmail / 
activities, nor was our letter concerned about the authorizer of the 
wire tap. 


Again, we attempted to clearly indicate that our dismay was 
aimed at the slander attempt on the character and veracity of the late 
Dr. Mar tin Lu theAcing Jr., using as a base for validifying_their 
f 2 ccus2 tidns“and'alTegairons certain information from the FBI. Tour 
jj letter gives us absolutely no assurance relative to the above. 

Further, we are gratified at your attempt to respond since 
we did not receive even that courtesy from the President. Please be 
assured that we still maintain a deep concern over this matter and 
we still desire that the record relative to the late Dr. Martin I^ither 
King Jr«, be clearified. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 

Mr. BishqpJ'f"^ ^ 


,,,, i 


FROM G. E. Malmfeldt 


j SUBJECT 


; bn. 


date: November 17, 1970 

k\X INFORM ATIOM CONTAINED^ 

SSIfc 

6*7* 


Tol.on- 

Sullivan- 

Mohr- 

Bishop_ 

Brennan. C.D. 

Callahan - 

Caaper- 

Conrad - 

FeK4—*— 


Wallers- 

Soyara- 

Tele. Room 
Holmes y .. 
Gandy- 


PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 


This is to recommend no acknowledgment to letter from 
captioned individuals received 11/13/70. 


On September 9ti^heBureaureceived a copy of a letter 
addressed to the President b^^H^H^H^^referring to a news account 
regardin g Ma rtin Luthe^Kiu^ari^compIainir^ about "an absolute disregard 
for ethics 11 relating to the FBI’s investigation of King. By letter to^HHHj 
dated 9/15/70 he was advised that the Bureau had not made information^™ 
regarding King available to any unauthorized source at any time although, 
in keeping with our responsibilities, we had disseminated information 
concerning King on a high level within the Executive Branch of the 
Government. He was also assured that the FBI had not blackmailed King 
since the news article to which he referred gave this implication. 


In current letter, they 

, i jdo not consider Director’s previou^eplyas relevant or pertinent and 
h l(Sy j seem to be asking for a denial from the Bureau of the information 
which has been printed concerning King’s contemptuous personal life 
(from the tenor of their communication an affirmation, _ would probably 
not be believed). 


Inasmuch as they have been already furnished the Bureau’s 
position in this matter and the confidential nature of our files would 
preclude providing them any other information, it is felt no worthwhile 
purpose would be served by correspondence with them. ^ 

/ , ^ ^ 

1 - Mr. Sullivan " ’ \gQ ** 

1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure NOV 24 1370 

1 - Mr. Malmfeldt 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

That no acknowledgment be made to letter from captioned 
individuals received 11/13/70, 
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Date; November 2, 1970 

Transmit the following in 



(Type in plaintext or codel 

Vin AIRTEL 

AIRMAIL 

(Priority) 


FROM! 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, BOSTON (62-0) 



MW 


INQUIRY CONCERNING STATEMENT BY 
CONGRESSMAN WILLLAM_D.V HAIMS/M- (D- MAINE 
REFERRING TO FBI INVESTIGATION OF THE 
LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

BUD ED: 1/4770 r ' 

RESEARCH(CRIME RECORDS 


Concerning t he above-captioned matter, I telephonically contacted 
^■■■■■■Ftoday and advised him of the information as set forth 
^K^SSagraph' 2 of reAirtel. 

immediately said that he did not think the FBI would ev 
o this and, therefore, we agree with him - indicating that he 
; thought HATHAWAY had used the good name of the FB^^^aanner that 
would be beneficial to the Communists. I told cou ^ 

not comment on any activities of Congressman HATHAWAY or anything 
that he may have of may not have said or done and all I could say 
in answer to his communication was that the FBI had never informed 
Congressman HATHAWAY of the results of any investigation, t y 

appreciative of the call concerning his communication 

\ rtTZ^-X- 

In) _<?**>* ^— at-w •__ _ 


Iq/- 

1 - Boston (^2^81 


re N0V.411970 
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i UNITED STATES GC^ "RNMENT 

:Memorandum 

Mr. Bishojf^^ 

1: M -9ft tfjf 1 y 




INQUIRY" CONCERNING STAT 
CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM D 
REFERRING -TO FBI INVES'J 
LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHE: 


Till. ion. 
Hols«*_ 
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Memo 


\ 


M. A. Jones to Bisho] 
RE: 





conc erning D r, Marti n Luther King, Jr ., or foe re suits of any investi gation 
~of King. ~ ~ —- ——— 


SAC Handley, Boston, telephonic ally assured on K)-2 8-70, that 
he has never even met Congressman Hathaway, let alone discussed any 
investigation of King with him, and the Resident Agents at Bangor and 
Augusta, Maine, (both within the Congressional District represented by 
Hathaway) have also stated they never discussed the King investigation with 
Hathaway. While Boston indices have references to the Congressman, 
none are pertinent to this matter. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That the attached airtel be sent SAC, Boston. 
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MR. TOL SON — 
MR. SULLIVAN 


D °- 6 OFFICE OF DIRECTOR _ MR - * 1 '-'-'^**' 

federal bureau of investigation / 7 a 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

‘ (October 22, 1970) M* BR ^" AN - c D - 

1 ^ ^ MR. CALLAHAN - 

I guess you know, The hoiked 
hypocrite-- MartinJ^lh^JKing* was mr felt _ 

leading the 'Slack Revolution under MR. SALE - 

the disguise of-”Peaceful Coexistenc§ R R0SEN _ 

< just move in and take over (D.C.) mr. tavel - 

Then get elected to a political mr. Walter 

/ . i\ MR. SOYARS 

office (control) „„ JO *«- 

T TELE. ROOM 

I would like to give you this key I M{SSHOLM ei 

rec’d from the Indians. MRS. METC A 

Ml 95 GAN DY 

I carry only my door key. 'f^^ / • 

May it be a good Luck charm. 

Sincerely. ^ 


MR. WALTERS 
MR. SO Y APS - 


MR- JONES - 

TELE. ROOM - 

Ml SS HOLMES — 
MRS. METCALF 
MISS GANDY -- 
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July 4th T.V. Editorial 

For those who insist that Communism is not involved in the chaos presently 
upsetting our nation, ve respectfully request they consider seme of the Hed 
Rules for Revolution. These ere not new rules but a repeat of a document ob* 
tained by Allied Forces in Busseldorf, Germany in 1919 i n which the Communists 
outlined their plan for bringing about a revolution. Listen to these rules 
and a.sk yourself if anything sounds familiar? 

1. Corrupt the young, get them interested in sex. Make them super¬ 
ficial; destroy their ruggedness. 

2. Get control of al1 means of publicity, thereby getting people's 
minds off their government by focusing their attention on athletics, sexy 
books end plays and other trivialities. 

3. Divide the people into hostile groups by constantly harping on con¬ 
troversial matters of no Importance. 

4. Destroy the people 1 s faith in their natural leaders by holding them 
up to contempt and ridicule. 

5' Always preach true democracy but seize power as fast and as ruth¬ 
lessly as possible. 

6. In the 50 year old copy of Red Rules for a Revolution: By en¬ 
couraging government extravagance, destroy it’s credit, produce fear of 

inflation with rising prices end general discontent. 

* 

7. Promote unnecessary strikes in vital industries, encourage civil 
disorders and foster a lenient end soft attitude on the part of government 
toward such disorders. 


8. By specious argument, cause breakdown of morel virtues, honesty, 
sobriety, continence, faith in the pledged word. 

and finally, cause the registration of firearms on same pretext, with 
a view of confiscating them and leaving the population helpless. 


These are actual quoted statements of a Communist document concerning 
rules for bringing about a revolution, confiscated by Allied Forces way back 

in 1919. 


Frightening isn’t it? 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

MemorarL um 
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SUBJECT: 




Mr. Bishop 




date 10/27/70 


jW' 


<.nL r n 


titennan, C.D. 

Callahan- 

Casper_ 

Conrad_ 

Felt_ 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Tavel _ 

Mailers _ 

Soyara - 

Tele. Room _ 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 


EQUEST FOR INFORMATION FROM BUREAU FILES 


On October 26th, J 
called the Bureau and spoke to SA 
Section. 


lA^^fth 


m jv C ' 

ff Franklin, Louisiana, 
the Crime Records 


said he wanted to know whether or not 
Martin Luther*King^r7, was a member of the Communist Party. 

His reason for asking was that his child was being forced to study 
about King in school. 

^m^^was advised that our files were confidential** 
and no information could be provided to him. He said that he intended 
to write the Dire ctor concer ning this matter. Bureau files contain | 
no references to 

RE COMMENDATION: 


For information. 


PkLLii- 1 ' 1 1 • ; -..'rCv' 

hekem i$} ^ 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - M. A. Jones 
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PiCtsburgh, Pennsylvania 15 



September 3, 1970 


President Richard M. Nixon 
White House 
Washington. D. C 


I 3, 
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Mr. Bfcnnan 

Mr. Callaha^/_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Felt —-_ 

Mr. Gale y 

Mr. Rosen _ 

Mr. Tavel — 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars- 

Tele. Room__ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Dear Mr 
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The members of theySaptist Minister's Conference in Pittsburgh, 1 
Pennsylvania, wish to express their grave concern relative to 
the recent slander attempt on the character and veracity of the 
late Dr, Martin Luther King. The article in Time Magizine and 
other newspapers raises a serious question about a flagrant 
jmisuse of power and an absolute disregard of ethics. As you 
jprobably know this slander attempt was connected with the Federal 
(Bureau of Investigation's telephone tap of Dr, King, The pur¬ 
pose of the telephone tap was alleged to be related to an in¬ 
vestigation to determine if Dr. King had Communist affiliations. 
Very little was said about tKe"~negative findings of the F.B.I. t m 
but much has been said about the other "things" the F.B.I. in f j\ 

gciicicl jl otiVi riJL « a » i *juvci jlju ^aj. LJ.VrUi.ai iaui.jLi.ig 

|Dr. King’s lifetime. We have waited in vain for some word to 
set the record straight from the office of the Director. In 
the absence of such a word we have no recourse but to suspect \^\ 
that all of the above is being done by approval of the F.B.I. 
and perhaps the administration. \Qi 


|Mr. President, we are distressed that the Director of the F.B.I 
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of any person or principle. However, we desire that both you M 1 

and he know that our concern is serious and shall be combined ^ 
with whatever action necessary to maintain the good name of * 
our fallen brother who spoke bravely to our Nation and even U 
brought her honor by receiving the Nobel Preace Prize. 
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October 12, 1970 



3231 


The letter from your wife and you to the President was 
referred to this Bureau and received on October 7th. I can readily 
understand the concern that prompted you to write and I would like to 
emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made information 
regarding Martin Luther King available to any unauthorized source 
at any time. In keeping with our responsibilities, we have, however, 
disseminated information concerning King on a high level within the 
Executive Branch of the Government. 
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I would further like to assure you that the FBI does not 
engage in blackmail activities and there is not one shred of truth in the 
allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 
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Halters .___ 
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I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star,” Washington, D. C., on June 19, 1969, 
which you may not have had the opportunity to read. The information 
in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI’s position 
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torewooci, Wisconsin 53211 
August 13, 1970 
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President Richard M. Nixon 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Mr. President; 
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Mr. Brennan, CX>. . 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Felt-^ 

Mr. Gale — 

Mr. Roaan r.y 

Mr. Tavel _/_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyare_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 



My wife and I were greatly disturbed by the newspaper 
! accounts and the article in TIME MAGAZINE concerning what appears jP r ' i ' 
to be the uncontrolled use of wiretapping to gather information 
(about the personal lives of American citizens. The gathering and 
releasing to the public of information concerning the private life 
of Dr. Martin Luther iting by one of the highest ranking members 
of the Executive Department is virtually impossible to understand • 
and condone. 

We are both white, past 40, and I am a veteran and a 
member of management in a Milwaukee manufacturing company? we 
could never be classed as "protesters," but when this type of 
Orwellian tactic is brought to light it is frightening, and one 
has to wonder what has happened to our freedom and right to 
individual privacy. Thxs kind of action by our national leaders . \V 
seems to give our young people considerable justification for 

In the interests of internal peace and the restoration 
of faith in the integrity of our Federal Government, we sincerely 
hope that the wiretapping of Dr. King's personal telephone con¬ 
versations is thoroughly and objectively investigated. The damage 
already done to his wife and children can never be 
steps should be taken to prevent similar incident® xpfipie /future. 

w.-iii’ faf, (vrc /0-p_^/6 L Lye— <<5 JeXcT 7L 1970 

We love this country, but feel that'changes in govern- 
mental procedures are bpcoming more and more disturbing"! 


their concern over the intearitv of our government. 
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. , October 13, 1970 
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Nashville, Tennessee 37203 Q s 

Dear 

Tour letter to the Attorney General was referred to 
this Bureau and received by Mr. Hoover on October 8th. He asked 
that I assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities 

mnri thorp Is nnt mg fihf ftd of truth in thp allpgat tnn that this Rurgftg 

blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

With respect to your comments, he wanted me to enclose 
• copy of a copyrighted article which appeared In "The Evening star. n 
Washington, D. C., on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had the 
opportunity to read. The information In this article is a matter of - 
_^ public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter. ^ 

$5 I He also wished me to most emphatically assure you that 

□ £? f j this Bureau has not made information regarding Martin Luther King 
5 2 if available to any unauthorized source at any time. • In keeping with the 
! h gI FBI's responsibilities, Information concerning King has been disseml- 
{=§ nated on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government. 


Si: - Enclosure 

Bixhop __ 

Bfrnnin. C.D _ 

CillthH -^TTIOTE: 


Sincerely yours, ^ 

Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary . | 
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(Mailing address only) 


September 22, 1970 
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The Honorable John Mitchell 
Attorney General 
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Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 

Please ask one of your assistants to answer this letter. 


Mr. Tolson ' 

Mr. SulliveqfKyS-— 


f Mr! BrennA^C.D. . 
Mr. Callahan 

Mr. C’»*r“* r 

M r * Onr*^ 

Mr F«l*. 

Ur 0*1* 

. rV 

Mr 

Mr T*ot 1 ’ f 

Mr Walter* 

Mr i^yara 

Telii. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Mins C*T'<+y 




Soon there will be a book on the stands about Martin Luther 
Y- in 2 . This is a statement which was in TIME Magazine. 


The story said that the -information pertaining to the morals 
of Martin Luther King was secured from the FBI. 


-r\ 


It seems the FBI bugged the Hotel and Motel rooms of Martin 
Luther King trying to prove that he was a communist and was againstV—/ 
the Government of the United States. 


I admit that the FBI has a right to do this. But what right 
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his morals and threaten him that he would make his moral'life known 
if he did not quit talking about the FBI. 


Are we free? Can the FBI do this to any citizen? 


u J 



Is it legal for the FBI to make its findings about citizens ■ _ 

known to would be authors? . . , , ■ , —^ 

EX-112 REC-CS 

Strange to say I heard i this from a man who was close to the 
Johnson Administration and today is closer to the Nixon Administration. 

I never told it because why should I tell something derogatory to * - ■ ■ * 

man's character. !$()£? 7/ — 

/ mm ftnT fcy iD7A / 
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Thank God Martin Luther King was not a communist, or tnat would / 
have been told to i the United States and the world. — 

CORRESPOND 

I If fife did not leave a clean moral life, I lea ve hi m to the mercy oT 

I God *»nd not to the oreflchments of the FBI. FED. BE. OF IKV* 
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I His body is dead and this book is to be published.- I think 
the author has tbewrite about Dr. King what he knows and not what 
he secured from the FBI. 

God bless you. God love you. 

Pray for 
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Hayward, California y4545 


Dear Mr Attorney General- 


k~l[cj August 13, 1970 



Mr.Br*nr>*ftCD— 

Mr. Callah**- 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. F-lt 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Tav*l — 
Mr. Waltera- 
Mr. fv*yara- 
Tele. Room— 
Miss Holme* 
Miss Gandy- 
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You must expedite a thorough investigation of the J Edgar Hoover - 
Dr Martin Luthe/King hassle about wire taps-King was said to be free of 
subversion by Hoover, but Hoover brought in the "facts" ? that he was 
sleeping with people other than Mrs King and lecturd him on morals. 

Is this Mr Hoover’s job? Please answer. y 

So let Hoover explain to you, and you in turn explain to the nation if 
"catting around" discovered by tapeing & wire tapping is a legitimate 
goal as one of our Justice Dept’s jobs. If it is, say so! 



I don’t know if King engaged in extra marital games, do 
you? William Randolph Hearst, former President Harding and people high 
in Washington D. C. in the past have been suspected of this, so why not 
wire tap these men and women ? I’d like to get a personal answer to 
this letter. 
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J-hn l\Li tchcll 
Justice Dsp"rtrent 
,« v shine;tcn,D. «. 

Kr, Mitchell: 
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f 

1 oir. w r i tlTi’’ y r u In pretest 2 inst the 9 w 1 u 1 
ir 'uctice th- t he s been dene t^o the American 
'ecple, sspeci- lly the wfctte people, I refer 
’Ec the news tr t .'..vs new cc-me cut about the 
sc rry Jife th -1 M"r U n Luther Ligrrn lived, 

Cf ccurse we pe:;le th' t a.0 s«n'.se er.cuf-.^t 


in, :r ettin* 


dultory, Y:u 

-J- . c;-L - -* K-* t «J , “ n 

v r s t .. t iie vr s o Ca*jci tlx" ~ 

M t hrii.r ta;'F3I hic-usa th-.y lrvastir:tsd 
-••a feund ho w'.s livinc « double life, with 
; 4... , s* .... * r .- - r * * ■ : 1 . f f1 r3. -O’j t vr uldn t 

you think th-t w-s really eometnire, to use 
\o to kee]' eir.; off the FBI's bock but let 
the unsuspecting public - ? nn in true d'rk, 

- ra lot the irnrr : Tit continue tr worship nim 
. V ' 3 ' "-. v^rtd w r d -rid continue to h-rrss 

the° wk 11 3~r*•tie -nd stsnd in s pulpit end 
rrsoch the* Gospel of :r.y Sovieur who died fer 
■11 v ^ V no n: thlnp could bo more lev; 

down, in despising such > rorem ’ s no re ley 
.. . - t'- t . j ethers hues he wr si ike if 

I dorpisod hi::, thin, I deriise hie: more n:v:. 
jr > r;- orrrier t.u’nf could have been ucne. 

r ~ t if living cef' deod, 1 think that 

:h rpjtoliry smulc be made now to every ame- 
r icr r on the face cfthls earth, and all over 
the world, that the Justice Deportment would 
stoon to cover up andharber such s man, with 
each knowledge rf ..is life snd keep it from 
th« reerie he wrs dcinr such rreot harm tc. 

1 . * "-.is he hos done rreot 

h-re th-t s:sy never be er-dic-ted. 
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Honorable Charles H. Percy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 


hi (a 


My dear Senator: 


concerning 
referred to 


an iJurnDMATioM pnwTAtMcn 
rw. im unmnnuii ouii i nmuL/ 

HM)N IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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ilcation to the Department of Justice 
Chicago, Illinois, has been 
mreau ana was received on September 29th. 



In order to enable your constituent to get his facts 
straight and not rely upon irresponsible news media, you may wish 
to tell him that the wiretap on Martin Luthe^Cing was ordered 
personally by former Attorney General Robert Kennedy. 

K 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may want to furnish Mr. Mauro. The information 
in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI’s 
position in this matter. 

in accordance with your request, the enclosure you 
furnished is herewith returned. 
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Sullivan 
Mohr_ 


Bishop _ 

Brennan. C.l). 

Cnliahan ___ 

(' axper 

Conrad _ 

Foil_ 

('.ale _ 

Rosen___ 

Tavel . 


(V iiHers ____ 

Sosiirs _ 

Tele. Room _ 

Holmes_ 

Gundi_ 


Sincerely yourg, 

J- Ed ear Hoover 


1/ 


Enclosures (2) 


& 


NOTE: We have enjoyed friendly relations in thejag^^^^^gto^ 
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Chicago, - 
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Mr^Tren^anCD— 
Mr. Cr.llahan. 
Mr. Casper— 



Mr. Walters. 
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Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy— 




Illinois 
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Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and .qnminuni cat ions, 
y-Qur cijnsidfRation of the &UiU isREO^- 
reijuesTeK iWr findings and views* in S&6 - loC^C-- ’/O* <; i 

^pfiif^tfg^gnn, along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 

tORRES. MAJ 

■ /*£ -/- S 7-7 8 OCT 6 1970 


K- 


\- u 




• ,? a - 


> 0 \K I ! /, [< - A. 

7,//?* LL.... 


. CharlesH., Perc^ajr 7 - j ii 

..'u.'sVs7 ' o ” 7"' 

, . p V, 

\ t 


ft 


owuiH.,:. 


v ::vnVR 



oru 


- j V>'VIW/J ^ £V;i 



* 


/ 




C Q 


August 16, 1970 


Dear Mr. Percy, 

You’re probably aware of an alledged wire tap put on the late 
Dr. M. 15. King, Jr. The wire tap was to have been placed by 
J.E. Hoover according to time magazine. 

Now if this insidious wire tap was placed, then Mr. Hoover 
should not be in his present position. Would you kindly let me know 
when or if you shall insist upon a Congressional investigation in 
jthis matter ? 
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Chicago, Illinois 60303 
Bear Sir: 


ALL INFOFtfATi?:! CONTAIN 
HEREIN IS ;.NC[ ‘.Svna \ 

HAT ZZ Ib tl l 


Notwithstanding the unwarranted personal attach on 
eg in your latter of September 17th to the Attorney General which, 
was referred to this Bureau and received on September 22nd, I can 
emphatically assure you the FBI has not made information regarding 
l.'nrtin Luther King available to any unauthorised source. In keeping 
with cur responsibilities, we have, hov/ever, disseminated information 
concerning King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of 
the Government. Furthermore, this Bureau does not engage in 
blackmail activities and there is not cue shred of truth in the allega¬ 
tion that Ivlaroa Luther King was blackmailed by the FBI. 

4 ' * 

Insofar as year comments regarding ,T the arrogant 
infiltration of the National Council of Churches by Hoover’s men for 
the ostensible purpose of checking Communist thought in the clergy’ 1 
are concerned, I can only presume you are referring to recent press 
articles quoting a leader cf a religious organisation that the FBI 
planted "agents” in his church. For your information, these claims 
are completely unfounded and erroneous and this Bureau has never 
issued an apology to anyone with respect to this as none is due. 


MAILED 24 

SEP 2 31970 


COMM-FBl 


Very truly yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover' 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles disclose no prior correspondence to how ever 3 

by letter 5/8/62 to the Attorney General he made uncomplimentary 
remarks about the Bureau regarding a steel dispute and by letter to the 
Director 1/4/63 he alleged Bureau Agents had contacted the University 
of Wyoming in connection with a communist speaker who was to appear 
on that campus. In his letter of 1/4/63 he claimed the source of his 
information regarding such a contact was a sta tement suppo sedly 
made by Justice Douglas of the Supreme Court*mHH^l/4/63 letter 
was not acknowledged and inquiry did not disclos^usnce Douglas had 
made such a statement or that University of Wyoming officials were 
contacted as alleged by 
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icago, Illinois 6061 


. . unicago, xiunois out 

\ol\Jy September 17, 1970 


J:r li'.p.l ' _ 

Mi'. Caliiihcji__ 

Mr. Casper.._ 

Mr. Conrtd 

Mr. Felt X I 
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ri.\j r - ir *-—*-i 

’ i v>ir. JavH_I 

j Mr. V/altcrt T 

Mr. £Ay firs _ 1 

Tele. Room 
Miss Holmos . 

Miss Gandy 
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Mr- John Mitchell 

Attorney General of the United States 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Mitchell: 


This letter is written in complaint with the way 
things are going on in your Department. 
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One thing I specifically object to is the belated 
revelation of intercepted telephone conversations allegedly V 
made by the lat e Martin Luthe^-^King, Jr. If these revelations^ 
of his activitieswith another woman are" true, they should 
have been revealed at the time. Over and above that, it 
is none of your business to be spying on other people's 
[activities, be they proper or improper. For this self- 
jacclaimed hero named J. Edgar Hoover to reveal these things 
jabout a man after he is dead and buried, is the mark of a 
jdog in the manger rather than a dedicated public servant. 

The Lord advised us that the one without sin should cast 
the first stone. Let these operators in your Department, 
who feel they are so pure as to reveal things like this, 
examine their own consciences before they start to attack 
a man who did more in his lifetime than any of them ever 
will, and is now passed away. 

I am also annoyed at the arrogant infiltration of the 

*7 •*- - ^ _ 7 _J 1 _ -C /^»T_—1 1 TT _ _ -£T _ _ ^‘U 

nQLiunai uuuiili x ui ^nui. u y nuuvci © uieu iui l.iic 

ostensible purpose of checking Communist thought in the 
clergy. It is none of*your business to check up on the 
'thought of anybody. I read that there had been an apology 
|on the part of the FBI because of these actions/ I would 
*be~ happier if those~ responsible would be revealed and their, 
punishments publicized. I have an uneasy feeling that what 
has happened is a reminder to these bureaucrats who do things 
like this to be careful in the future not to get caught. 
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Mr. John Mitchel 
Page 2 
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September^7, 1970 



That's about all I can say for now. I would like to 
suggest some way of keeping Agnew quiet, but that is not 
your department. His outrageous and ill-mannered comments 
axe really not subject for Government inquiry. The people * 
in their good sense (the silent majority that Mr. Nixon > 
talks so much about) have the best means of taking care of 
a small caliber annoyance like this. That means is the 
election which this fall will provide people with the 
opportunity to pass judgement on people like Agnew. And, 
of course, in 1972 he can be disposed of politically. It 
is probably better to live with him and his arrogance rather 
than take any Governmental action. 
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Memorandum 

TO : MR. C. D. BRENN %\V 


FROM ; MR. G. C. MOO 
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1 - Mr. Wi . Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

date: August 18, 1970 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. E. Enright 
1 - Mr. Glass ^ ^ ! 
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.jrffjjfr 2 

/JrUsklip'ir. — 4 
Jf Bf^inan, C.D 
Callahan 







SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


r .1 


it#' 



To advisejou of further attacks on the Director as a result 
of an erroneous Time magazine article regarding the Director and King. 


Z ' 


Time in its 8/17/70 issue, contained an article falsely 
reporting that when King met with the Director on 12/1/64 the 
Director used wiretap information on King's immoral conduct to 
pressure King into toning down his criticism of the FBI. To protect 
King's image, three of King's associates who accompanied him on 
12/1/64 have publicly denied that the Director did what Time accused 
him of, but they and their associates have continued to use the 
information to attack the Director. Jessff-W^ckson of Chicago, a 
national official of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
King's organization, has been particularly vituperative in his 
attacks on Mr. Hoover and has called for the President to fire th^ , 
Director. j j-^ 

Attached is a newspaper article from the Chicago Daily 
News 8/13/70 indicating that a teacher in the Chicago schools has 
obtained signatures of over 100 prominent Chicago people on a petition 
^ demanding that President Nixon fire the Director and that the Director 

' : to publicly apologize for disclosures he reportedly used to pressure King. 
5 = ^ CD 1 . < 

— ! Bureau files ’and Chicag^f^^^contanwi^reference^t^^ 

the t eacher . Mr*. d'I 

bl 





as no additional information about the petition but 
is conducting a discreet investigation to ascertain who is behind the 
petition, including the possibility it. is Jackson. It ap pears doubt¬ 
ful that Mrs. Beach did this on her own. ' 

OBSERVATIONS! ' RtC 18 , 0 OCT 8! 1970 


By a separate memorandum, a mass media item has been pre¬ 
pared, pointing up the unfairness and deceit "of thes e co ntinuing 
attacks in the face of public denials by all of King's associates who 
accompanied him on 12/1/64 that the Director applied such pressure on 
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Memorandum G. C. Moore to C. D. Brennan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 


ACTION: 


You will be furnished any pertinent information 
developed by the Chicago Office regarding who was behind 
this petition. 
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‘Dastardly’ attack on King 
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TOO prominent Chicagoans 
ask Nixon tcnfire Hoover 
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By Arthur Gorlick 

A petition signed by more 
than 100 prominent Chicagoans 
— including Mrs. Gale Sayers 
and top jazz musician Ramsey 
rfcewis — has been sent to Pres¬ 
ident Nixon demanding he fire 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. 

The petition also calls on 
Hoover to make an immediate 
public^ apology for disclosures 
that tfe reportedly used infor¬ 
mation obtained by wiretap¬ 
ping dn the telephone of the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
to pressure the civil rights 
leader into toning down his 
criticism of the FBI. 

The wiretapping allegedly 
uncovered information about 
Dr. King’s extramartital activ¬ 
ities. 

HOOVER reportedly con¬ 
fronted Dr. King with the wire¬ 
tap traifscripts during their 
heavily {publicized 1964 meet¬ 
ing and threatened to use them 
against $iim if he didn’t ease 
i up his attacks on the FBI. 



Mrs. Sayers Lewis 

Hoover’s *' recent character 
assassination” of Dr. King, the 
petition says, ‘‘was a das¬ 
tardly, devastating act done 
with the releasing of supposed¬ 
ly confidential information.” 

"Dr. King's private life had 
nothing to do with the tre¬ 
mendous impact he has had on 
all of our lives,” the petition 
continues. 

“Mr. Hoover’s aci, can cause 
an even more serious polariza¬ 
tion of our countv. if he is 
allowed to remain in his 
present post, the last bastion 
of law that we trust is now in 
jeopardy.” 
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Mr. Tol*r»fc- 

Mr. SuTivan- 

Mi. I-Ki r-• 

M • • 

Mi.Fr - — 

Mr. C: 11 a fan- 

Mr. Cr. - 

Mv. •*»*■*• 

Mr. t 5L . 

Mr. Gr.la j 

Mr. . . - - 1 

Mr. To ‘ : 

Mr. Waiterr.. — 
Mr. r.'Vars .— 

Tele. Room- 

Miss 

Miss dandy—’ 1 


THE PETITION was circu¬ 
lated through the South Side’s 
moderately well-to-do Jackson 
Park Highlands community by 
Mrs. Roscoe Beach, a master 
teacher in the Chicago schools, 
and includes the name* of nu¬ 
merous prominent bla(:k and 
white physicians, clergymen 
and lawyers, and at iqast one 
high school principal. 

Mrs. Beach said she obtained 
the names on the petition 
during four hours of knocking 
on doors of her neighbors. 

“I had to do it,” she said. 
“Nobody speaks for us. We 
don’t belong to organizations 
with leaders who can make 
statements that get public at¬ 
tention. But we had to let 
people know how terrible we 
feel about this. 

“If he (Hoover) doesn’t have 
any respect for the millions of 
people like us who revet* the 
unfulfilled dreams of jjkartin 
Luther King, he should at least 
consider his widow and his 
children and his father.” 
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MAILED 24 

SEP SO 1970 


TTTs gt ie ld, Illinois 62704 
Dear Mr. Grumman; 

In reply to your letter of September 21st y I would 
like to emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made 
information regarding Martin Lather King available to any 
unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi¬ 
bilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning 
sring on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Gove rnme nt. 

Sincerely yours, 

7. Edgar Hoover 
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NQTE^Bufilfisd is close prior limited correspondence witn 

t -outgoing 9/16/7 (/in response to his letter 
blackmailing of Martin Luther King by the 

Bureau. 


JBT 


Bishop_i_ 

Brenaac. C.D._ 

Call aha*_ 

Caapct- 

Cow ad ~ *“ j 

Felt ^ 

Gale 
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Dear J*r. hoover: - 

Thank you very much for your letter and insert concerning 
Martin Luther **inp. This clears up your authority 
for wiretapping. 

But my main question isitill unanswered: Why did the 
i FBI reveal the fact (If it is e fact) of Dr. Line's 
liliicit sex life ? 



Of course there are thousands of very prominent people 
in illicit sex l which is a disgrace to iunerica) hut 
it seems to me that the FBI has no right to reveal these 
episodes, even if in the course of other investigations 
these are accidently discovered, no right to reveal 
this sort of thing even to/the office of the president. 
For if such Juicy gossip once leaves your files, there is 
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September 23, 1970 



Your letter addressed to President Nixon, with 
enclosure, has been referred to the FBI and was received on 
September lBth. 


I would like to emphatically assure you thaWhis 
Bureau has not made information regarding Martin LutheFjKing 
available to any unauthorized source at any timeT In keeping wTffi" 
our responsibilities, we have, however, disseminated information 
concerning King on a high level within the Executive Branch of 
the Government, i would further like to assure you that the FBI 
does not engage in blackmail activities and there is not one shred 
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 


I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 

1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The informa 
tion in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI’s 
position in this matter. 
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COMM-FBI 
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SBC ' ' Enclosure 


Bishop _ 

Brennan. C.D. 

Callahan _ 

C a a per _ 

Conrad_ 

Kelt _ 

Gale _ 
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Rosen _ 

Tavcl ___ 

Walters ___ 

Soyars 
Tele. Room 

Holmes_ 

Gandv _ 


NOTE: On basis of available information, correspondent is not 
identifiable in Bufiles. Enclosure to her letter is a copy of a Carl T. 
Rowan column concerning the King controversy, . 
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’ OFFICE OF DIRECTOR\^ 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


August 16, 1970 

President Nixon ALL IN h r.; >7/* ' 
White House Mr K p***! ie ? 
Washington, D. C. ivJ ‘ ‘ 

Dear President Nixon: 

The enclosed article by Carl T. 
Rowan appears nauseating to me. 


A M tyjmp M R — 


MR. BRENNJ 
MR. CALL Ah 


MR. CASPER 


MB. F*AT 

1 M R. O AL E 

• ... * 

MR. ROSEN 


MR. WALTERS - 

MR. SO Y ARS _ 

MR. JONES - 

TELE. ROOM _ 

MISS HOLMES_ 

MRS. METC AL F 


I feel J. Edgar Hoover is above MISS CANDY _ 

blackjnailing any body. 

r . I would like J. Edgar to make a statement on 
fthis accusation, also just how such statements on 
jLuther King were made: I have always felt the F. B. I. 
office could do no wrong; that they were highly 
respectable. 

If J. Edgar were to leave the FBI, I surely 
hope & pray the reason is other than Rowan suggest. 

Wishing you success in all your endeavors, 


* l 




Chicago, Ill. 606 
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Mr. Mohr- 

Mr. Bishop..__ 
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Mr. Rrsen— 
Mr. Tovcl .—_ 
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Mr. Boyara,— 
Trie. Room._ M 
Mi» Holme*—, 
Miw Gandy—. 
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THe nub of the King-Hoover disjTule 



By Carl T. Rowan 

WASHINGTON - There is ft sort of 
unwritten rule in this town that journal¬ 
ists don’t write about 
the sexual peccadilloes 
of prominent public of¬ 
ficials. 

In this town where 
not much hanky-panky 
goes undetected, that 
gentleman’s (?) agree¬ 
ment has kept many a 
philanderer's political 
career from going up 
in the smoke of his 
wife’s divorce court anger. 

For this unwritten rule permits the 
really top political figures to shack up 
and ship out without their constituency 
ever getting a whiff of scandal—unless 
the poor kluck is dumb enough to smoke 
in bed and set the motel afire. 

But that gentleman’s agreement 
apparently does not apply, even post¬ 
humously, to a man like Dr. Martin Lu¬ 
ther King. So certain characters keep 
oozing into public print the kind of sa¬ 
lacious gossip about King that they only 
whisper about carousing White House 
occupants and aspirants. 

TIME MAGAZINE has now put into 
[print some six-year-old gossip about 
! what allegedly occurred when King had 
! his celebrated confrontation with FBI 
rector J. Edear Hoover in 1964. 


Time says: "Hoover. . .explained to 
King just what damaging private detail 
he had on the tapes and lectured him 
that his morals should be those befitting 
a Nobel Prize winner. He also sug¬ 
gested that King should tone down his 
criticism of the FBI. King took the ad¬ 
vice. His decline in black esteem follow¬ 
ed. .. 

This will surely please those who 
hated King and everything he espoused 
and who waged an incessant campaign 
of character assassination even while 
he was alive. 

It will also anger many blacks who 
knovf that King was a puritan compared 
w ith some Washington characters who 
enjoy the protection of the press’ gen¬ 
tleman’s agreement. 

SOME OF KING’S aides deny Time’s 
version of the Hoover-King con¬ 
frontation. They say there was no men¬ 
tion of King’s personal life. 

Perhaps not. But I know for a fact 
that what Time printed was fed, by the 
FBI, to dozens of congressmen, espe¬ 
cially, those who detested King’s fight 
against racism and segregation. 1 know 
absolutely that FBI agents went to 
many newspaper editors to whispeT the 
same dirt. 

Some of my colleagues who know of 
the campaign to destroy King’s reputa¬ 
tion have expressed amazement that 
more of this kind of dirty business has 


not taken place. 

BUT THE ISSUE of overriding na¬ 
tional importance is not whether King 
engaged in extramarital sexual activi¬ 
ties. That is a personal matter which in 
no way affects the national welfare. Nor 
is there any point in arguing about 
whether Time should have primed this 
old gossip. 

The critical question is whether this 
society is going to permit public offi¬ 
cials who tap telephones and bug hotel 
rooms to blackmail the victims of their 
spying. 

And let it be clear that Time has ac¬ 
cused Hoover of blackmailing King. 

If Hoover can do this out of personal 
pique, why cannot some other official 
use wiretap and bugging data for politi¬ 
cal blackmail? Or to extort money? 
What is to stop officials from spreading 
dirt out of pure malice? 

AND THAT IS why no free society 
ought to blindly approve new autbor- 
itys for spying on the private lives of 
its citizens. Or let the Army and other 
bureaucracies start computerizing their 
stockpiles of dirt and gossip. 

And that is also why naming a new 
FBI director will be one of the most 
important presidential appointments of 
this generation — assuming someone 
comes along in this generation with the 
courage to let J. Edgar Hoover retire. 
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September 22, 1970 



Your letter to the Attorney General has been 
referred to this Bureau and was received on September 17th. 





With respect to your comments, I would like to 
assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. 
Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this 
Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 




Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read; The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
“ “Ts position in this matter. n ‘ 
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NOTE: Our files contain no record of correspondent. 
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Attorney General John Mitchell 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Attorney General Mitchell- 


( 



August 16, 1970 



Mr. Conrad — 
Mr 
Mr 

Mr 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters- 

Mr. S -yars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

M iss Holmes_ 

Miss 



C z.Y- 
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The story which has recently appeared in the news 
regarding the invasion of Dr. Martin Luther King T s privacy by 
the F.B.I. in the form of wiretaps and listening devices and 
the subsequent blackmail of Dr. King by J. Edgar Hoover is 
a shocking one. 



This incident should be immediately investigated by 
an independent committee and, if there is truth in the story, 

J. Edgar Hoover should be immediately removed from his post. 
What more dangerous and un-American act could there be than 
the use of secret polipe tactics to stifle the activities and 
freedom of a great American leader. 
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Bellevue, Wash. 98005 


Sincerely yours, 
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September 2, 1970 

86 / M)-IGUJO 

^Honorable Peter H. Dominick 
^United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator; 




Your letter of August 27th and the enclosed copy 
a letter from your constituent In Boulder, Colorado, have been 
received. 


In response to your inquiry, I can assure you that 
the FBI does not engage In blackmail activities. Also, there Is 
not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau black¬ 
mailed Martin Luther King. 

Enclose^ is & copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared In The Evening Star,’ Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1909, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information In this article Is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 


WAILEQ 5U1 
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Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, 

AM. INFORMATION CONTAINS) 
J«JEdgar. Hoover HERfiN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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To 1 sun '_ 

Sullivan _ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop_ 

Brennan. i’.f> 

Callah.n_ 

Casper ___ 

Conrad_ 

Fell _ 

Gule __ 

Rosen _ 

Tavc-I _ 

Halters __ 

sr 5 S 

Holmes _ 

Candy _ 




Denver - Enclosures (2) 


NOTE: Senator Dominick (R-Colorado) is on the mailing list to receive 
the Uniform Crime Reports bulletin. He enclosed a copy of a letter from 
an unidentified constituent which contains unfounded allegations against 
the FBI based on recent false information appearing in Time Magazine 
article. / 
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Dear Senator Dominick: 



Boulder Colorado 
23 August 1970 



The RIGHT o£ the people to be secure in person...,.SHALL NOT 

be violated.......4th Amendment to the Constitution 


| Time magazine*.."J. Edgar Hoover explained to Martin L. King just 

what Private detail he had on tapes •••••suggested 
that King should tone down his criticsm of FBI..** 

I Denver Post*..**I know absolutely that FBI agents went to many 
I newspaper editors to whisper the same dirt that 

Time published” 

The RIGHT of the people to be secure in person.•«••••••.SHALL NOT 

be violated.*.••••4th Amendment to the Constitution 

| Spokesna n for the FBI t " No Comment” 

Sorry Mr Senator, No Comment is just not good enough for We, the People 
in this instance .....we have had some serious discussions about the 
seemingly constant erosion of the rights of the individual....This is 
an overt violation and seemingly no one is speaking out or doming 
-one damn thing about it. 

Where do the people go tb get the warning whistle blown on the 
forcible suppression of opposition.....*We need it blown loud and 
clearly..... 

Many of us really believe our form of government is the best... This 
incident makes us Vomit...... 

Try to explain democracy to our children in terms withthis item.... 

Try to defend democracy against other forms with this item... 

Try to have faith t pay taxes, support government, support J. Edgar 

with this item...... 

The right of the people to be secure in PERSON..••..SHALL NOT BE VIOLATED.... 
|Many of us would like tohear frofi you ••••• on this item... 


Youro^truly, 
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Big Spring, Texas 




September 17, 1970 


irnrtM^mr:. 


^ OECLAii>iriUri i io»i» -•• 


I received your letter on September 15th. With 
respect to yoar comments, I can assure you the Information to 
which you referred was not released by this Bureau. Information 
concerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of 
Department of Justice regulations regarding all matters of a ' 


confidential nature. 
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Sincerely youjs, 

J. ErJsrar Hoover 
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l-VIt . 

Cuie_ 


Wallers_ 

Sovitr . 
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0n basis of avalla ble information correspondent is not identifiable 


in Bufiles. 
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Big Spring, Texas 79720 
Sept, 9, 1970 


Mr. Tolion. 


Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr MfokTuE- 
Mr. Br/nr UnC n 


Mr. Callahan. 


Mr. Casper. 


M r. Conrad.. 
Mr. Felt_ 


Mr. Gale. 


Mr. Rosen. 
Mr. Tavel. 


Mr. Walters. 


Mr. Soyars— 
Tele. Room_ 


Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy_ 


Mr, «J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth Street & Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, D,C, 20 535 



Dear Mr, Hoover? 




Soon after the death of Martin Luther King there was an 
article in the Lubbock Avalanche Journal implying that Mr, 
Martin Luther King was a communist and that many of his 
speeches had been written by known communist. The article 
indicated that the news release came from your office. Do 

you have any information you would share with me confirming 
this ? 6 


Sincerely yours. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
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September 18, 1970 
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:h Bristol, Maine 04568 
Dear 


s.l INFOHi-T 
.nERtiu IS x\ ■ !i_D 

Date 

6^74 



r 1.1 . 1 have recelved y°" letter of September 14th. 
I would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in 

blackmail activities and there is not one shred of truth in the 
allegation that this Bireau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 


IQgTwuS «*j2?19, 

^O^^ti^leis^ 1 ^^^^!^^ recordTregaSlii^j 
the FBI’s position in this matter. regarding 


Sincerely yours, 

l m Edgar Hoover 


i/ 
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NOTE: Bufiles show nothing pertinent regarding correspondent. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 



1970 



Mr. C'tWfcan_ 

Mr. Carper_ 

Mr. CoiraJ_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Grip_ 

Mr. Rf'scn_ 

Mr. Ta ,f e! ... 

Mr. Walter*_ 

Mr. „is_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mt*s Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


(. Asking, please, for my own information, and because something 
j of the reputation of my late friend Martin Luthef ftinq Jr., and a areat 
1/ deal of your own reputation seems to be at stake — 

How much truth is there in the report which I read in the 
weekly church bulletin of the Berkeley First Baptist Church, as 
follows: 


"The Time magazine revelation that the F.B.I. uncovered 
through wire taps, instances of marital infidelity on the part of 
Martin Luther King Jr. several ye^rs ago and that J. Edgar Hoover 
faced King with this fact and asked him to back down in his 
criticism of £he F.B.I." 

The note concludes with the suggestion: 



. "It would be reassuring, wouldn ! t it, if Hoover would firmly 
[deny the whole thing." 

I, for one, would greatly appreciate your statement about the 
truth or falsity of this matter. co 

~ m 

Sincerely yours, 1 

'' - 4 A 05 
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September 17, 1970 

! ') \ ,\, / “ 1 x ALL INFORMATION contained 

! J HEREIN IS oi,‘oLA3S.FIED 

(ttilb 


llty 


Provo, Utah 84601 
Dear 


Till Mill ___ 
Sullivan ___ 
Mohr ....__ 

)tisho|i __ 

-tu-lifliin. ( .1) 

. fluliuii_ 


In reply to your letter of September 11th, this Bureau 
does not have any material for distribution regarding Martin Luther TCfag 
which would be pertinent to your studies and It would not be proper for 
me to suggest an approach as to your study of him. 

With respect to your comments, information concerning 
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether sub¬ 
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice 
regulations regarding all matters of a confidential nature. However, 

I can tell you that at a press conference on November 18, 1964, I 
stated that he was the most notorious liar in the country. I did so 
because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 

f -handling civil rights investigations in the South. 

I s I 

r ' / Sincerely yours. 


co'/M-re; 


J. Edgar Hoover 


/ 


1 - Salt Lake City - Enclosure 




NOTE: Our files contain no record of correspondent. 
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September 21, 1970 


Federat Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth at Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


Last seme ster in at 

the students engaged in discussion groups concerning 
the rhetoric of black spokesmen. We studied, among several others, 

W. E. B, Dubois, Booker T, Washington, Ralph Bunche, Adam CLayton 
Powell, Martin Luther King, Eldredge Cleaver, Malcomb X, Mayor 
Gordon Hatcher and Dr. Leon Sullivan. We were particularly interested 

in fnl (n\uinrt t-K o 4 wk i l #4 wk ^ 4 ^ ^ \IT ^ *1 

•*** A w AiV/ai U1C Ll_i AIlCtUlXL Ui YTaouiugLUil tu me 

present black rhetoric in which certain characteristics are identifiable 
with all revolutionary rhetoric* 


Lk< 


Martin Luther King figures as a trend influence in the shaping 
of ideas among both blacks and whites. His speeches seem noteworthy; 
indeed as I study them I can find nothing objectionable* They are a f 

source of inspiration for cooperative efforts between peoples. However, \\ 
my colleagues and I are disturbed because we keep running into hearsay 
and some material from students indicating that King was a Communist, 
a tier, and a repeatedly unfaithful husband. Consequently, we seek 
your help in giving us whatever material you can concerning this man. 

1 have heard that Hoover, himseLf, calLed King a tier, yet I have no 
proof. 


What is the best approach to a study of this man, and his speeches, 
who has become a hero to both black and white. Are we to discredit him 
totally or are we to take his speeches at face value. /,/ . y ) "SPAl 

. ... _ ^ KEC-46 /0O — (60 <'/(/. 

Please send me pubticiti&ns, bibliographies and suggestions^** '*" 
concerning this dilemma. 

io SEP 181 1970 







Brennan, C 
Callahan _ 


Conrad 


Tele. Booai 
Holme#_ 


,• i'f :■ 

—7VC KlChO CIVIL PI S^T£ K*V£ fl fft' 

^ CRITKiSK ^*TKE LA& $Vv * : A31$fftraH 

* .r^l 2 ^ 4 a A C.C BS ! N S TKT 7 B T TIFT FT jar * ■ r rgr rg 4*- ■ 


•"X ' X' -. •• 

T * •* 



$a2ist* v *tc ha^o siksz 

^" p^tTVSt rrvctt??±sTi’~TK£ 

■■terWAT*. r!£I fit f!t ncralcrcelrl t ** hS&v <&< SlfciiiSH. *:L- 


'mi'"!-™™ 

S-'-" ii 2 ?*1*> THSl-RE V-.3E SXTTMJATJSS. CSSCl 


-ftOatf ir^^S 

SCavrTAfCES'. TPST " 


ism 





-jF : * ••;*;■• 


C> Jifcj. W J *^ ■' ■ ■ » 


t_ - i 


;*£< • m W 

sdP.'tfaK 


|5>S ^fiOY. 

•.w^KdPsJ 




WQ&M&. rOLSOB 

WASHINGTON 'CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 



f *0T BBCOBDS* 

W1 H? JM «r 








RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMbfiK 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V* CLARENCE H» K ELLE Y, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D*C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Serial 3S<£ Ip pulled from this file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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September 15, 1970 
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ALL IMFCRWA” : 'N CONTAINED 
HEREIN ISj' AC-'^ED 

ATE^/fr-C/.; 




Dear 



.. i j ' **XiJ i .A/ 

ko °^7 H /- 7 




On September Otl^^ecelve^h^opy of the letter 
addressed to the President by you. I Jr 

would like to emphatically assur^CT^naWmSHSureau has not 
made information regarding Martin Luther King available to any 
unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi¬ 
bilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning 
Ki ng on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government. 

I would iurther like to assure you that the FBI does 
not engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred 
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBTs position in this matter. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar* Hoovetf 
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September 3, 1970 

President Richard M. Nixon 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Hr. President: 


00 ALL INK)?.?/' tv’ r C0JUA1NFD 

herein IS. ■ ' ' / 

bl(C) &07A 


M r-yfj i.LivaA^— 

”|fe 

Mr.Brcnn&yjp 
Mr. C-allabarf— 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad — 
Mr,- Felt— 

Gale - 

Mr; jfbnsAi- 

Sir. T**el_- 

Mr. Walter*— 
Mr. Soyar* — 

Tele. Bo om.. 

Miss Holmes— 
Miss Gaady-— 


The members of the Conference in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, wish to express their grave concern relative to 
the recent slander attempt on the character and veracity of the 
late Dr* Martin Luthe r King* The article In Time Maglzlne and 
other newspapers"raises a serious question about a flagrant 
misuse of power and an absolute disregard of ethics* As you 
probably know this slander attempt was connected with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation* 1 s telephone tap of Dr* Ring. The pur¬ 
pose of the telephone tap was alleged to be related to an in¬ 
vestigation to determine if Dr* Ring had CccxDunlst affiliations* 
Very little was said about the negative findings of the F*B*I* 
but much has been said about the other "things'* the F*B*X* In 
general and Mr. J. Edgar Hoover in particular heard during 
Dr. King's lifetime. We have waited In vain for some word to 
set the record straight from the office of the Director. In 
the absence of such a word we have no recourse bpt to suspect 
that all of the above is being done by approval of the F.B.I. y\ 
and perhaps the administration* ^ 


<J 

7 \C 

CL 

c - t 


Mr* President, we are distressed that the Director of the F.B.I. f*" 
seems to ta a "privileged person" beyond the reach or control * ' 
of any person or principle* However, we desire that both you ) 

and he know that our concern is serious and shall be combined ^ ’ 
with whatever action, necessary to maintain the good name of f 1 

our fallen brother who spoke bravely to our Nation and even 
brought her honor by receiving the Nobel Preace Prize* r> 
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On September 14th I received your letter which 
was addressed to me at our Springfield Office. 



With respect to your comments, I would like to 
emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made informa¬ 
tion regarding Martin Lather King available to any unauthorised 
sources at any time. In seeping with our responsibilities, we * 
have, however, disseminated information concerning King on 
a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government. 

I would further like to assure you that the FBI 
does not engage in blackmail activities and there is not one shred 
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Lather 
King. 


I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have bad an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position In this matter. 
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Tolstm _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr_ 


Rishop 



WAILED 8 

SEP 1G 197C 

COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 
7 . Edgar Hoover 

\S * 
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1 - Springfield - Enclosure 
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Reurlet 9/9/70. Copy of letter from correspondent enclosed 
eventyou did not maintain copy for your files. 



^e^tywe: 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


^ ' Memorandum 

TO :DIRECTOR, FBI 

i 

t^5Ae7T5PRIKGFIELD (62-0) 



SUBJECT 



INFORMATION CONC ERN 3 JTO 


€ 

date: 9/9/70 



B^close^herewith is the original of a letter 
received fron JHHJrdated 9/4/70. He is identified la 
files of the Springfield Division ae having previous It 
corresponded with the Bureau. J 


10 view of questions posed it i s 

that ? is corr *sP°B d ®nce should no^T^TSBovledged 

and it is not being acknowledged by the Springfield Division. 


hi 


Iexik 
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- Bureau (Bic. 1) 

- Springfield (62-0) 
CWG/sxr 

(3) 



Btr; l/.J. Bonds Kegvlarljt on the Tnyroll S*o**L* Plow 









Springfield, Illinois 62704 


II 


Sept 4,1970 


Memo -J• Kdgar Hoover 
fie- Martin Luther Ling, Jr, 

Returning from Vacation, I have read about the FBL and 
Dr. Ling, in the TIME for August 17. 

If the facts i.i th.s article are substantially true*... 

1- Why does the FBI bug a private citizen? 

2- Why make public feis sex life? 

3 - Would you have made public the sex life of a Senator 
or business man, especially if a Republican. 
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September 15, 1970 



Your letter was received on September 10th and 
in reply to your inquiries, information concerning the alleged 
communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated 
or not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice regula¬ 
tions regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I have never 
publicly stated that he was a communist. 


a 



I very much appreciate your kind remarks concerning 
my direction of the FBI and it is my hope our future efforts will con¬ 
tinue to merit your,approval. 


D 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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iir. -±\ n, Alabina 3 >2 lp 
September b, 1970 


ill’. J. Be gar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
VJsshington, D. G. 



Dear Hr. hoover: 




Inr.edir.tely following the death of Hart In Luther Tin e, nany people, in¬ 
cluding high governnont offie-als, pp . clei. cd /.xn to be a national ncro 
and, in fact, ,>.a c- a :art;T cf tin. It scene that a concerted effort is 
being rae'e tovrard laving lira rcronbered as a great national aero and leaner 
for tie betterment of nardelnd. 


Articles have appeared in the press quoting you as stating that i.ing -*as 
associated, or affiliated, .dth Cormunict-bachod organisations or activities. 


Gould you •, loa o fui'nish re vltk inf or rati on bearing out the fact that I-ing^ 
’. T as associated ■ a i-.. t n.se crgu.n.sauions or a c taviux c s. -.Iso, xj. pc^_.ible, 
vould a; rscir.te ycr furnishing vie nith photost tic copies of press article: 
relating to ling’s activities in this regard. 


I vould lihe to taie this opportunity to than!: you for recur efforts in 
fig'! in~ a 

Unit -d States are greatly appreciative* 


B . ju^ ^ainst tue threat to our internal security. The people of tne 


Thanh you in advance for'any information you. can furnish nc. 


i' i 


Sincerely* 


MllWCrA-V .y ii,LU 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


UNITED STATES CARVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

MR. C. D. BRENN. 


S'- 

1 - Mr. 4 C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
date August 26, 1970 


To I son 
Sull iv 




MR. G. C. MOO 

a 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


1 

1 

1 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


G. C. Moore 
Enright 
Glass 





.Aus 




1 c : nD 

p — sT 

^ uj l5 

.. j ctr 


vS 



To advise you of additional information regarding the 
attacks on the Director following the false report in Time magazine 
that the Director pressured King into toning down his criticisms 
of the FBI by using wire tap information on Kng’s personal mis¬ 
conduct . 

A previous memorandum contained information that \ 

Mrs. Roscoe^%each, a Chicago school teacher, obtained over 100 n , 
signatures on a petition calling for the firing of the Director v \ 
and a public apology by the Director because of the Time information. 
Our discreet inquiries so far indicate that Mrs. Beach circulated 
the petition on her own. However, an interesting fact was/developed. 
Mrs. Beach's back yard faces the back yard of Jesse Loui^pJack son. 

Jackson is the opportunistic.flamboyant publicity- 
oriented Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) official 
who'Heads Operation breadbasket, the economic arm of the SCLC. 
Operation Breadbasket pressures businessmen into hiring blacks, 
stocking black-made products, and using black services such as 
trash collectors and group insurance. Jackson has been touted 
as possible successor to Ralph Abernathy as SCLC president. He 
reportedly sent a telegram to the extremist Black Panther Party 
(BPP) hailing the recent release of Huey Newton, co-founder of 
the BPP, from jail. This is not the first contact Jackson has had 
with the BPP. Further, he launched a vitriolic attack on the 
Director following the Time article, despite denials by Jackson's 
SCLC associates who accompanied King, that the Director dy^ytmt " 
Time accused him of doing. T^EC 18 / (ft " / C & & 7 ° Q u ^0 

/ As suspected origin^ly, it appears that Mrs-. B aach-Jiad 

I a t le ast the guidance of Jacksoil^in her petition work. Ve are 
| continuing to discreetly follow this matter and pertinent infor- 
mat ion developed will be furnished. 

/ 

ACTION: None. For information. A 
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E to rtr, fv.vfi i rji * 


arolina 29936 


hi it) 


On September 8th I received your letter and appre¬ 
ciate your best wishes and the interest which prompted yon to send 
me the newspaper clippings containing your views. With respect 
to your inquiry, I am unable to advise you as to where you may pur 


chase the book. 


I4&IIED. 8 

SEP 101970 
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Sincerely yours, 
Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: BufUes disclose in December, 1964, we acknowledged 
correspondent^ letter etpresstag her appreciation for the work 
^ /rf the Bureau. Her clippings contain her views on a number of 

^- topics that are of current interest and she calls upon he* readers 

- ~ : • to have pride "and faith in this country. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover - 

Greeting’s from the low-country of South Carolina. 

Mr. Hoover, I am writing to ask where I can purchase the book, 

’’The King God Couldn’t Save”, by John Williams, Martin Luther 
King got his communists training at Penn School at Frogmore S.C. 
this is across the river from Beaufort S. G. I saw King on TV when he 
accepted The Nobel peace prize. He said and I quote - *1 accept this 
gift to help the cause of my depressed people” - what a big lie. I have 
a nephew with the export-import bank in Switzerland—need I say more 
Mr. Hoover. I have no respect for the memory of this Black man who 
used his race as stepping stones to feather his own nest. 

I am venturing to send you a few of my "Reflective 

Thinkings”. 
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Mr. Rosen_ 
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Miss Holmes __ 
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blackmailer supreme 


It has finally come to light. 

J. Edgar Hoover, policeman supreme, is a 
common blackmailer, and probably has been for 
years. At least that is, in effect, what conservative 
i Time magazine said last week. 


I 
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The whole thing came out, according to Time, 
when a militant black, novelist John Williams (The 
King God Didn’t Save), decided to gather informa¬ 
tion for a book centered around Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. From most 
review's, Mr! Williams made some pretty strong 
statements, never mind what Time came along 
with after hfs effort was already in print. 

Time says that what Mr. Williams did not know 
at the time of his book about the peace-preaching 
black leader was that after Rev. King became 
critical of J. Edgar’s FBI, he was called into Mr. 
Hoover’s Washington office in 1964 and com¬ 
promised. This was done, according to Time, be¬ 
cause J. Edgar was upset with the critical state¬ 
ments Mr.' King had for him and his department 
after Mr. Hoover had publicly called the black 
leader a “liar.” The blackmail scheme was pos¬ 
sible, according to Time, because J. Edgar had 
.tapes conserversations with King and others in¬ 
dicating an array of extramarital love affairs Mr. 
King was having. 

, According to Time, J. Edgar’s plan worked and 
'the later-to-be-assassinated non-violent Rev. King 
| fell before the hand of the blackmailer. 

i 
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today, ref tedly got part of his thrust for povf j , 
with the f 'S'fire plan to murder terrorist JoV 
Dillinger tack in 1934. After that purported dee^ 
was done, Mr. Hoover was thrust forward in his 
organizing plan for what later became the FBI of 
today. But speculation has it now that even in this 
early big “bust*’ Mr. Hoover made a mistake, and 
the body buried for Dillinger was not really Mr. n 
' Dillinger at all, but an insignificant character 
resembling the badman. Mr. Dillinger-reportedly-^ 

died anonymously only a few years ago, after living 
out his life in the role of another man. 

Meanwhile, lots of water has run under the 
i bridge for J. Edgar. The FBI has grown and pros¬ 
pered, now in its majesty to occupy its own new 
building in Washington, D.C., which the Govern¬ 
ment Services Administration just decided could. : 
not have its own atomic reactor to generate elec¬ 
tricity in .case of a blackout, much against the 
wishes of Mr. Hoover. 

How Mr. Hoover has been able to keep his 
hands clean through the years is anybody’s guess, 
though it appears that regardless of his a-political 
t position, he has remained in his high office through 
a host of administrations, with scarcely even a 

* rumor going around that one president or another ’ 
; might let him out. 

Anti-communist Mr. Hoover basked in glory 
- during the Joe McCarthy days; part of the image 
‘‘ he gained then remains with him today, at least 
; among the more ultra-conservative factions. Books 
f have been written about his under-handedness, and 
attorney generals have occasionally found him dif¬ 
ficult to cope with. But not one has had the power or 

* the muscle to iet the cop supreme out,-or even 
better, expose him for what batchelor J. Edgar 
really is. 

In the current administration, the incident of J. ! 
Edgar’s blackmail of a martyred Nobel Prize 
i winner will go unnoticed, and undoubtedly Mr. 
Hoover will retain his power and glory. But with the 
story now out of how he works, he should become 
less effective at his old game, which he alledgedly 
has fought long and hard to stop others from ! 
playing. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

August 17, 1970 

The attached newspaper clipping 
was sent to-the Director from 




an Francisco, 


MR. CASPER . 
MR. CONRAD 

MR. FELT - 

MR. SALE - 


California 94107. 


MR. ROSEN 
MR. T A V EL 


IR. WALTERS 
MR. SOV ARS 
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Late Dr. King 




D ESPITE SEVERAL YEARS of book and news 
story criticism of J. Edgar Hoover, director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the material did 
not seem worthy of serious column interpretation. 

Though the FBI a pen try has occasionally been 
arbitrary ami even arrogant in pursuit oi its busi¬ 
ness, it has in general acknowl¬ 
edged the limitations put on the 
bureau by law. In this it has been 
several marks ahead of the run of 
local and state police authorities, 
and if this be true, Mr. Hoover de¬ 
serves what credit accrues. 

But now comes news antipa¬ 
thetic to Hoover which is in a new 
: dimension. Because it is news it is 
• not perforce factual; it remains an allegation, but 
t Hoover’s personal and ethical relation to it requires 
1 an answer from him. 

It is based on a book written about the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Time magazine’s treat¬ 
ment of that book. 



T HE STOEY GOES that the FBI put wiretaps on 
Dr. King in the mid-Sixties. That the bureau does 
wiretapping in some investigations it considers vital, 
is common knowledge, but the practice is still in a 
twilight zone, and requires a court order if it is to be 
legal. * 

Wire tapping of King remains an allegation, 
though it is known Hoover considered him subver¬ 
sive, and publicly criticized his conduct in the racial 
controversy. Yet this is not the gravamen of the 
whole story now alleged by Time. 

, That is, that the supposed wiretaps in motel 
rooms revealed Dr. King engaged in extramarital ac- 
i tivily. The news story says the surveillance “uncov¬ 
ered no subversion,” though this was the only legili- 
[mate concern of Hoover and FBI agents. 


sg 

M.Tf. Jr 


T IME SAYS Tin: LOOK about King has tlie *vor- 
jv< t outline 01 Ihe FBI l.ijie sim y.” But il does 
not ('(inlain, according lo 'rune, mailer involving a 
reported meeting between King and Hoover. 

1 As quoted by Associated Press, “Hoover, Time 
j learned, explained to King just what damaging pri¬ 
vate detail he had on the tapes, and lectured him that 
, his morals should be those befitting a Nobel Prize 
< winner. Ke also suggested that King should tone 
| down his criticism of the FBI. King took the advice,” 
‘ resulting in a “decline of black esteem" (for King). 

If this meeting occurred, and if il followed the 
^course indicated, then Mr. Hoover should fill us in. 
Neither he, nor any citizen, can define the “morals” 
of a Nobel Prize winner, which hardly fit into the 
‘ FBI code of community behavior, nor justify pious 
i exhortation in anyjgrvci^srar^’pjT'M? iC-O . 

., .A s' ill,, moye •-• 
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f As quoted by Associated Pros.*:, Time 

V ONpUimod to Kin." just what damaging pri- 

*;.tc di'iiiil ho had on the tapes, i; nri lectured him that 
his morals should bo those befitting a Nhibo) Prize 
winner. lie also suggest'd fhat King shouiu tone 
down his criticism of the FBI. Kin- took the advice/’ 
' resulting in a '‘decline of black esteem” (for King) 

; If this meeting occurred, and if it followed the 
4 course indicated, then Mr. Iloover should fill us in. 
Neither he, nor any citizen, can define the "morals” 
of a Nobel Prize winner, which hardly fit into the 
FBI code of community behavior, nor justify pious 
: exhortation in any circumstance. 

Eut still more must'Mr. Hoover explain the 
chaij^c that lie u^erf official information obtained in 
an FBI investigation to coerce Dr. King; to moderate 
his cribosm oi the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
No court in the land would permit use of such irrele¬ 
vant evidence against anyone accused of a federal 


~ c ? e the most disturbing news stories 
t. Neither Mr. Hoover nor the people who 
h;m can afford to let it stand unresolved, as 
stands. 

August 12, 1970 
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September 8, 1970 
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Moorestown, New Jersey 08057 


Dear 





I 


f.'-l.INh/r': ' - •' 

b&on isi/-. 

r^TF P • /t’rt&JSM&QliL 

£z>7£ 


Your letter to President Nixon was referred to this 
Bureau and received on September 1st. 

With respect to your inquiries, in my letter of 
August 20th I advised you of this Bureau’s position with regard to 
the alleged blackmailing of Martin Luther King. 

I can most emphatically assure you that this Bureau 
has not made information regarding Martin Luther King available 
to any unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our respon¬ 
sibilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning 
King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the 
Government. , 

V 

Sincerely yours, 




To I son J. _ _ 

, Sullivan _ 

3 IHMir _ 

Bishop . 

Bfennaii. C.D._ 

C»Hah»n _,__ 

Cokjht ■ 

Coiirod _ 

.. Fill _ 

_ Calc _ 

R<n>f n_ 

Tavi*l_ 

f Unitors_ 

So>or. . 

Tolc. Room _ 

HlJ I ITU'S ■ 

Candy ____ 


7 ErJesi Hoover 

NOTE: Bufiles disclose correspondent wrote directly to the Bureau asking 
essentially the same questions. By letter 8/20/70 the Director informed her 
that the Bureau does not engage in blackmail activities and there is no truth 
to the allegation that King was blackmailed. She was also furnished a copy of 
the 6/1^39 article from "The Evening Star" relating to the wire tap controversy 
over King. She wrote a similar letter to Senator Harrison A. Williams which 
was referred to the Bureau. By letter 8/31/70 the Director informed the 
Senator of her earlier letter and advisedTiim essentially of what she had been 
told. */. 
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Moorestown, N.J. 08057 


Aug. 12, 1970 


The President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Nixon, 



Mr. Callahan..— 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Felt- 

Mr. Gale.. 

Mr. Rosen- 

Mr. Tavel- 

Mr. Walters- 

Mr, S '*»•$ - 

Tele. Room-- 

I M iss Holmes- 

Miss Gandy- 


Yesterday it was reported in the newspapers that the FBI had 
wire tap evidence that Martin Luther King, Jr had had "extensive and 
vigorous sexual activities/' 


1 - Will you please tell me exactly who authorized this information to 
be given out to any author or to the press. 

Now, I want the specific name or names of the people in the 
FBI who gave out this information. Please do not tell me it "leaked" 
because the FBI is not a leaky outfit. If it is, then the director is no 
longer capable of handling the job, and this should be known and 
corrective measures should be taken. 


Also, please do not send me an evasive answer. As President 
of the United States, you of all people, can and must find out this 
information leak and; I, as a citizen, must know. In fact, the whole 
nation must know. 


Thank you for your cooperation. 
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September 4, 1970 


^ ^ ' — /oO C- j 

Honorable Philip A. Hart 
United States Senate 
Y- ; ashiugtoa, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator; 


ALL INFORL’AT'?*! COI^O 
HEREIN IS UNCL-\SS’ r !I. 

Z'XlJ./t’-Sl :S:SHJ^r 

. (eJpy 


I have received your letter of September 1st 
concerning inquiries you have received from your constituents. 

To assist you in responding to your constituents 
I would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in 
blackmail activities. Also, there is not ono shred of truth 
in the ail^gsfioQ that this Pureau binckmailed Martin Luther 
King. 

f 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article 
which appeared in fT Tae Evening Star” in Washington on 
Juno 19*/1DS9, which you may not have had the opportunity 
to read. Tas information in this article is a matter of public 
record regarding the FHI’s position in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

5: ffdgax Hoover 


I’o I son _ 

Si.lln im _ 

__ 

iitsltiij) 

llrennan, r.D. 
Cu! I nh an _ 


r.ulc _ 

lioscit _ 

Tiivol _ 

Waller* . 

SflX.fK _ 

THc. Koom 


Enclosure • - : , .. - v‘ 

—ss^iss'sr' I Sf/T | V ’ 

SEP 4'1970 1 (/{ f • ' 

C OWM'FBl _J 

NOTE: Senator Hart (D - Michigan) is on the Special Correspondents List. 
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Septembers, 1370 
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I'lensrable Fred Schv/engel 
1. cu c o ox F.epr eseni olives, 
i. u^ungtoii, w« C. £Qwld 


ttilNFORMWONCg^n^ 




^ -i -** 


Censr csomaa: 


Your letter was received on September 2nd 
and I would 112:2 to emphatically assure you that this Bureau 
has not made information regarding Martin Luther King 
available to any unauthorized source at any time. In beeping 
v;itb cur responsibilities, v/e have, however, disseminated 
information concerning King on a high-level within the Exec¬ 
utive Branch of the Government* 
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V..l.r _ 
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Ur.-iiiiiin. C.O. 

f'.i*l»i*r ___ 

('■iiir.ul ___ 

l i lt _ 
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_ 

Tuvi“l 

Watli'f!* __ 

Sin .if > __ 

T' lc- ltooni 


with respect to your constituents 1 concern, 

1 weald further l£:e to assure you that the FBI does not 
ergngo in blachmail activities* Also, there is not one shred 
cS truth in the all ovation tint this Bureau bla ckmail ed Blartia 
LuChor liing* 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article 
which appeared in 1l iho Evening Star, f * Washington, D* C., 
on June 10, 10GO, which may be helpful to year constituents* 
' Tl ~ r ' information in this article is a matter of public record 

j. *_riTTrl-__ _•_ !•. i ___ li_ 
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the FBI’s position in this matter. 
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Sincerely yours, 

^rEdgaT 
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2229 Hou'C Orricr. Doiustwe 
Washington, D.C. 23515 
202-22 5-4J576 

niurmCT orrtcc: 

404 Union Ahcaoc 
D* vt Nroi*T. Iowa 52001 
319-324-3527 

ALLAN SCMIMMCL 
Adminivthativl Ac. distant 

CHARLL5 CAMP0GL4- 
Lxlislativc Assistant 


FRED SCHWENGEL 
1«T District, Iowa 
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Congress of tljc ZLTm'tcti £§>tatis 
$ousc of Representatives 
KlnsSljiiiQloii, J3.C. 20515 
August 28, 1970 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT Ea-/^<r / B YS^lAtH/t A 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover / t 

Director of the ^ 0 / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation • 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Several constituents have written to me inquiring 
about the release of the data obtained on the private 
life of Reverend Martin Luther King through the use of 
wire tapsi; ‘ r " ..- 

While indicating their concern about the wire taps, 
the constituents who have contacted me apparently are 
more concerned about the release of the data obtained 
through the wire taps. They have requested that I inquire 
as to how this information became public knowledge. Your 
help in answering the inquiries from my constituents 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

With warmest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 




Mr. Sulliv.ai _E- 


Mr. Rrcnnnn, C.D. . 
(Tnllnhnn 



Mr Fi'l* 

Mr fllll" 



Mr Walters 



Mifip Hr»1mA» 
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FRED SCHWENGEL 
Member of Congress 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FQIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) kO) Jb(2j Jo 7(0 jylUA _ with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


□ 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ 

__ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencyties); _ 

_as the information originated with them. 
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J Mr./Tp^n—^- 

1 lafc’gSr 

I Mr.Erenn'/.pD.L 


F B I 


Date; ft/ 25/70 


| Mr. Call#M 
1 Mr. Ca;r»r_ 
I Mr. Ccvad 


Transmit the following in 
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(Type in plaintext or code) 
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t Mr. ( < ? ./- 1 

* ri:£E 

j Mr. Walter* . 

Mr. S j >yars 

Tele. Room-^ 

j Miss Holmes —.C 


AIRTEL 


L / AIR MAIL 

W5JP (Priority) 

ACC INFCRT^TtOvr 03.7TA1 RED- 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 
DATEA'I^-W 

\ y\ DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 


AC, LOUISVILLE (100-4583) 


SUBJE^r MARTIN LUTHErSuNG, JR. 

oxt r* 
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SECURITY • COMMUNIST 



Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of an editorial 
entitled "Vicious Post-Mortem Slander" which appeared on 
the editorial page of the August 20, 1970, issue of the ./ 

Louisville Defender, a weekly Louisville, Ky., Negro oriented/ 
newspaper. It is noted the editorial concerns the recent ^ 
article in Time magazine regarding novelist JOHN WILLIAMS' 
book,, "The, King God Didn't Save”. Specifically the editorial 
concern^ WILLIAMS' comments regarding the moral life of the 
| latejMJ&TIN LUTHER KING, JR. As the Bureau will note, the 

I 1 editorial is erroneous in its strong implication that Director 
HOOVER of the FBI may have released information regarding this. 

The Louisville Defender has been in existence for 
•about 38 years. For the last 35 years it has been published 
j by FRANK L. STANLEY, SR. The newspaper has won a number of 
awards in the newspaper field. For example, according to 
(information contained in the newspaper, it won the National 
Newspaper.Publishers Association (NNPA) Best Editorial award 

'lORK 1QK7 1QCQ 1 QC1 1 C\C A InCC ..J lftCT T _ 

X\J J. Jf cai a 4.9WW, A?U( , ASUt, A7UU, auu 1UU(. X LI 

1966 it was judged First in Public Service by the NNPA; in 
1968 first in Newspaper Promotion as well as first in News 
Photos. In 1965 and 1966 it was awarded the Best All-Around 
Newspaper* and the Best' l£e of Pictures by the Kentucky Press., ^ 
Association. L\ NSC- 1 ^/^- /0& ( r ^■ - < / 

n ex ^ cf-q 

^2-Bureau (Enc. 1)(RM) « AUG-37197® 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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A news article in the August 6, 1968, issue of the 
Louisville Defender, entitled "Family Controlled Newspaper 
Is Rich in Public Service”, described FRANK L. STANLEY, SR., 
as a veteran journalist, who on 3 different occasions was 
commissioned by the u. S. Government to represent the U. S. 
in Europe and Africa. Further it was stated that in the 
arena of Civil Rights, STANLEY has served well commenting 
that in 1950 he wrote the Kentucky Senate Resolution which 
desegregated Kentucky institutions of higher learning. Also 
in 1960 he wrote the bills which created the Kentucky Commission 
on Civil Rights and desegregated Kentucky government jobs. 
Further on 5 different occasions he was elected President of 
the NNPA and was twice elected President of Alpha Phi Alpha 

T*— ^ .4. J A* W 

rraicruity, iuu* 



Louisville does not feel it would be beneficial to 
contact STANLEY regarding the enclosed editorial and UACB 
this will not be done. L roKTRAW W 
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Vicious Post-Mortem Slander 


Novelist Jo Ilia ms has written a , 
book, “Th^vJ^S God Didn’t Save,” which 
reveals the results of wire tapping of Dr. 
King’s telephone and bugging of his hotel 
k,. »k. car 

IWII1S UJ tllV 1 Ui, 

This scurrilous attack has been described 
as ‘‘posthumous pillory" by Time magazine 
and as ‘‘character assasination reaching into 
the grave" by United States Senator George 
McGovern (D-S. G) 

Rev. Jesse Jackson of “Breadbasket” 
fame and a long time associate of Dr. King in 
the civil rights struggle, feels that in 
maligning the character of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. that our whole race 
hit been vilified. Rev, Jackson called upon 
the President to suspend J. Edgar Hoover 
from his duties as director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation because "Mr. Hoover 
has stooped to the lowest rungs of 
viciousness and maliciousness and his 
underhand dissimenation of mtormation 
regarding a deceased man. 

Continuing, Rev. Jackson says that Mr. 
Hoover’s dissemination constitutes misuse 
and malfeasance in discharging his 

r«en/\*\rikilUiA» L _ 1_ _I . J * ■ _ 

. • . nc iias rcvciaca ms 
complicity in a plot designed in essence to 
‘white mail’ as formerly in “black mail” and 
to intimidate Dr. King.” 

Further Rev. Jackson stated "Mr. 
Hoover's belated dissenunation of the 
information regarding a dead man who can 
no longer defend himself constitutes an 
incredible sordidness and unfairness with 
reference to Dr. King. It wa* ul^icu io 
hurt and to humiliate the innocent survivors 
of the deceased, including the universally 
loved Mrs. Coretta Scott King and young 
children and the already heavily aggreived 
and noble parents Dr. and Mrs. Martin 
! Luther King Sr.” 

In 1954 when J. Edgar Hoover met with 


the Tate Dr. Martin Luther King, it is alleged 
that he lectured him that his morals should 
be those befitting a Nobel Prize winner. He 
also suggested that King tone down his 

rvf T7BT lirtcf npurcno npre 

VlAStVUlH WI HIV i Vl« 

ignored these rumors if for no other reason 
than journalistic ethics. 

It seems even more reprehensible now 
that these rumors are reviewed. Such 
constitutes an ignoble violation of the 
sanctity of death. Moreover what purpose is 
to be served? And finally how can a dead 
man defend himself on this the most 
atrocious of all charges. 

But as the Rev. Jackson has stated; "Let 
no man think that the alleged key hole 
revelation will ever alter our affirmed 
reverence for Dr. King. . . .Our faith in Dr. 
King and our commitment to cherishing Ihe 
legacy of love, leadership, family 
responsibility, and devotion that he left us, 
rCtHuins un com promised,” ’ 

Nothing that J. Edgar Hoover or author 
Williams can or will say about the great late 
Dr. M. L. King Jr. will ever tarnish nis image 
in the hearts and minds of black people 
particularly those who were disciples in his 
crusade for human dignity for all mankind. 
Neither will these revelations at this very, 
very late hour destroy in any way Dr. King’s 
great deeds in behalf of humanity. 

It is not necessary to remind of the 
immoral records of certain great white 
American leaders and office holders such as 
the late President Warren Harding, former 
United States Supreme Court Justice Robert 
Jackson, and numerous others in an effort to 
justify Dr. King’s alleged extra-marital sexual 
activities. Such has never been proven even 

at_L__ __i. J 1__ at-— Dot 

uiuugn nuw icpuucu uy me ri>i* 

History is an upward and onward cycle of 
the deeds of men and nations and is 
iAcapable of reversing itself by moving 
backwards. Thus it will not alter it’s record 
of the achievements of Dr. King. « 
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


T7 J ^_ J _ 1 11_ 

CiUi.uui.xiii. rage; 


Louisville Defender 


Louisville, Ky. 


Da«. s 8-20-70 

Edition: Final 

Author: 

Editor: Frank 1. S tanley 

Title: 
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August 31, 1970 


*.*. * 


Honorable Harrison A. Williams 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 


My dear Senator: 




INFORMATION 

_EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ./ 

-n&T F 21±JU BY &&> 

V 5 ? b 

I have received your com munication_ofAqgust_26t h 
enclosing the letter addressed to you by 

Moorestown, New Jersey, ^ 7(z) 

I received a similar letter from SHB^o which 
I replied on August 20th advising her that the FBI does not engage In 
blackmail activities and that there is not one shred of Jruth in the 
allegation that this Bureau blackmailed MarlinJ^atherJCIng. I also 
furnished her a copy of a copyrighted article from "The Evening 
Star," Washington, D- C., on June 19, 1969, which is a matter of 
public record concerting the FBI’s position in this matter. 

Pursuant to your request, your constituent's letter 
is returned herewith. 
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Sincerely yours, 

X Fdgat" Hoovef 
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NOTE: Bufiles disclose prior cordial con 
(D-New Jersey). In addition to letter to B 
othdr ^information in Bufiles is one prior outgoing dated 8/31/60. 
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Respectfully referred to: 
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Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 
your consideration of yie attached is 
requested. Your findings and views, in 
duplicate form, along with return of the 
enclosure, will be appreciated by 





U.S.S. 

Harrison A. Williams ^ 
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Moorestown, N.J. 
Aug 12, 1970 
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08057 


The Hon. Harrison Williams 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 


Yesterday the press reported the FBI had wire tap evidence 
that Martin Luther King, Jr, had ’’extensive and vigorous sexual activities.” 

If this report is true, I would like to know, exactly who in the 
| FBI authorized the release of this information. 

This is an extremely serious matter. Either the information 
was deliberately given out or it was leaked. If it was leaked, who leaked 
it? And if it was clandestinely given out, then the FBI is no longer a 
worthy investigative organization. 

I consider this a serious matter reflecting on the competence 
director of the FBI and the whole organization. I also think the American 
people have a right to know all the facts. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Midwest City, Oklahoma 73130 
Dear 

With respect to the inquiry in your letter of 
August 28th, at a press conference on November 18, 1964, 

I stated that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar 
in the country. I did so because he had grossly distorted the 
facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil rights 
investigations in the Sooth. 

Sincerely yours, Mi INFORWATin?! rn,, T 


7 . Edgifc Eoovef 
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Ttllsotl _ 
Sullivan 

Moltr_ 

Bishop _ 


Brennan. C O 

Callahan _ 

C a *por_ 

Conrad ___ 

Fell_ 

Gale __ 

Ruhen _ 

Tavel _ 

Wallers _____ 

SoVHTfi_ 

Trie. I(oom 

Holmes _ 

Gaitd\__ 


NOTE: Bufiles indicate that we previously wrote to^m^^^in October, 
1968, at which time he was given a files confidential response with regard 
to his inquiry concerning the Civil Liberties Union. He requested a 
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Midwest City, Okla. 
28 August, 1970 


73130 


Director, F. B. I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 


I understand that the Director, F. B. I. once said 
that Martin Luther King was (at that time) the biggest liar in the 
U.S. I take no exception to the statement, but others of my 
acquiantenance have stated that Mr, Hoover never said such, 
and that what I have heard was just a rumor 

Where can I get written or other proof of whether 
it was so stated or not ? 
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Tolson _ 

Sullivan_ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop —.- 

Brennan. C.D 

Callahan _ 

C asper ___ 
Conrad _ 

Fell_ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Tavel _ 
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New York, New York 10027 


Dear 
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Your letter of August 25th has been received and I 
would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail 
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation 
that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

With respect to your comments, I am enclosing a 
copy of a copyrighted article which appeared in ’’The Evening Star,” 
Washington, D. C., on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had 
the opportunity to read. The information in this article is a matter 
of public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter. 

I can^most emphatically assure you that this Bureau 
has not made information regarding Martin Luther King available to 
any unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi¬ 
bilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning 
King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the 
Government. 


Sincerely yours. 
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New York 1 0027 


t ti.r* * M» I Tele, j 

^ r * v ■ ^ r-.r- . I -Miss J 

'.-.ill lo L twC'.'iL • I Miss c 

.•A j lP />' *7 3Y SM±Jk&* August 25,1970 " Bss ^ 

fed 71 d^yfi Ji 

Federal Bureau of Investigation * 

Washington, D. C. J\ ^ 

Gentlemen: li 

iThls letter Is written as the result of a meeting of some 
{people In Westchester who expressed their amazement and their 
:Indignation over the release by: your office of some information 
'touching on D r, Martin Lut herdin g«s moral turpitude. 

(The article appearing in Time Magazine indicated that Dr. King f s 
(telephone had been t&pped~b - ecause of a suspicion of disloyal 
1 activity on his part. There was not the slightest evidence 
Justifying such a charge. But some conversations were over¬ 
heard which touched adversely upon Dr. King's personal behavior. 


August 25,1970 




I \:Jr 0nrad 

I Mj&trl t _ 

JJjfcteh > 

I Tavp]_ 

M r ^ a] ter 8 __ 
f Soyar 3 _ 

Tele - Room_ 

Mj ss Gan^y 


We cannot understand why this was revealed - what right the 
department had to disclose this to a reporter, a writer, or 
indeed to anyone outside your organization. 


We regard the FBI as a vital, valuable institution. The writer 
has had many occasions to co-operate with individual investi¬ 
gators - mostly from the Fugitive Detection Service. He has 
considered it a duty and a privilege to extend this co-operation 
We are all conscious of the invaluable service rendered to our 
Country by the Federal Bureau of Investigation but we cannot 
understand the disclosure mentioned above. 

tl know that your department receives thousands of letters dally. 
II hope that there will be a response to this one. 
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Mr, Brennan CD— 

Mr. Callahan- 

Mr. C&sper- 

Mr. Conrad 
'Mr. Felt 
,Mr. Gale 
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Mr. Walter*- 
Mr. S v.irs .. 
Tele. Room- 
Miss Holme*. 
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It is most unfair, and illegal, to release alleged information 
(from wiretaps on Dr. King’s phone; The man is dead and cannot defend himself. 


What purpose does it serve ? To defile & denigrate his movement 
among blacks ? What has sex to do with his activities in civil rights ? 


| Further, wire-tapping is not to be revealed. 




If this is an example of what citizens can expect from your 
every-increasing incursions into our privacy— 


God help us. 
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shameful incident. 
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UNITED STATES <f ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Bishop 
G. E. Malmfeldt C\f /^/ 

<f 


DATE 


8/17/70 . 

A US' 


CORRESPONDENCE AND TELEPHONIC INQUIRIES 
REGARDING AN ARTICLE IN "TIME" MAGAZINE 8/17/70 
CONCERNING A MEETING BETWEEN THE DIRECTOR 

AND MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1964 

>8 ----- ‘ ~ ) 

v /< 









The purpose of this memorandum is to re comment 
handling of communications and telephonic inquiries regarding the wire¬ 
tapping of Martin Luther King and allegation that we engaged in blackmail 
in disclosing the results thereof. 
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We have received a number of letters regarding the article 
which appeared in "Time" magazine on 8/17/70 concerning the meeting 
between the Director and Martin Luther King in 1964. This article alleged 
the Director called King in and confronted him with wiretap information 
regarding King's extramarital activities. Some of the correspondents have 
asked if we blackmailed King while others have merely protested the wir 
of him. 


\ 


wiretaps 

il - 


I 


. In order that we may be consistent in our replies to such 

J corresponden ce, there are ^attached Tor the Dir ector 1 ?; approval; 1) a 
1 proposed letter wherein correspondent asks about blackmailing of King 
2) a proposed letter wherein correspondent asks about our wiretapping of 
King 3) a proposed letter wherein correspondent is making reference to 
blackmail and inquires about wiretapping and 4) a copy of an article by 
Jeremiah O'Leary which appeared in the 6/19/69 issue of "The Evening Star" 
regarding the King wiretapping. The latter is being furnished for the 
Director's information as it is noted this article sets forth our position on 
the wiretapping of King and jus being utilized in connection with proposed 
letters numbers 2 and 3,-J j?£g.|g- \ Q O - 101 L',0-^1 n 

RECOMMENDATION: That the attached proposed lett ers reg ardi ng. this 
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1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 -Air. Bishop 
1/Mr. Mail! 
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I received your letter of 


and 


would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail 
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation 
that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

Sincerely yours, 


fan'.?'-.... 

HE.-r.it- is r ^ 


;• ro:;T;vNED 


' > s ■ >“ • .y 

. »-> 


S 


\oo 


/ O CrQ / C) 



IHCLCSURt 





With respect to the remarks in your letter of 
I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the subject about which you commented. 

Sincerely yours, 
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I received your letter of and would 

like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail 
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allega¬ 
tion that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in ’’The Evening Star,” Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regard¬ 
ing the FBI's position in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 


Enclosure 
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Hoover Asserts Memo to 
Cited Concern Over Marxism 


tcopyrufM ini by The Evans memo said Evans 

Tht Evening Slar Newspaper Co > replied to Kennedy that King 

Rv irPFMHH ni f ipv was a man who traveled almost 
By JEREMIAH OLEARY and th at it was ex- 

!* r ‘ nler . , tremely difficult to use wiretaps 

Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu- effectively in such cases, 
ther King Jr.’s telephone was Hoover told The Star that FBI 
proposed to the FBI by then At- officials also informed Kennedy 
torney General Robert F. Ken- at that time that they doubted 
nedy in June, 1963, and author- advisability of undertaking 
ized by him in/writing later that electronic surveillance of Dr. 
year, FBI Director J. Edgar King because of possible polit- 
Hoover told The Star today. ical repercussions. 

Hoover revealed the contents However, the second memo- 
of two memorandums in one of randum cited by Hoover shows 
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7, 1963, the FBI 
cern about possible infiltration chief reported to Kennedy that it 
of the race issue by Marxists was then technically feasible to 
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to King’s tele- 
Negro leader was closely asso- phones at two places, one of them 
ciated with Marxist ideas and'at an unnamed location in New 
followers. York. 

That memorandum to Hoover, That memorandum constituted 
dated June, 1963, was written by the FBI’s request for authority 
Courtney Evans, then assistant _ wirftap a jt 

director of the FBI and liaison ! See Page A-6 

man with the Justice Depart¬ 
ment. It reported the substance 
of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 
Attorney General asked about 

the feasibility of installing elec- Jr ^ Wl :/.T* 

tronic devices on King's tele- . t '-M 

phones. King headed the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Con- . 
ference. I ^ 

Concerned About Allegations jt * "m 'A 

Kennedy, according to the Ev- 1 * A y JB A 

ans memo, was concerned about * S; ■ $*; ^ 

reports that King was a student ff f 

of Marxism, that he was asso- k ./• 
ciating with a New York attor- 

ney with known Communist p £f|l| 

connections, but that he did not ,. 

openly espouse Marxism be- MS 

cause of his religious beliefs. 

The Evans memorandum indi- “ * ■timlwB 

cated Kennedy wanted to know ROBERT F. KENNEDY 
if it was technically feasible to . z-. --v . 

use electronic devices to prove I f J / ) / S' 

or disDrove these allegations. • ^ ^ I 


See WIRETAP, Page A-6 
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J. EDGAR HOOVER 



MARTIN LUTHER KING 
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"The Evening Star* 
Washington, D. C. 
June 19, 1969 
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electronic surveillance today, 
Hoover declined comment. 

The FBI director told The 
Star: “I have never authorized 


King Wiretap RFK's 
Idea, Hoover Says 

Continued From Page A-! Tolson added that the monitor* At that stage, Kennedy and 
to proceed with the wiretap pro- » n R device was “strictly in the Hoover broke off the public ex¬ 
posed by Kennedy four monthsheld internal security and change of charges as if by mu- 
before. The document bears in therefore was within the provi- tual consent. This was regarded 
the lower left-hand corner the s *°n laid down by the President partly as due to Kennedy s re all- 

_*_ _i _ nf fhA Unif/vf statac »• 7afir»n that his signed authonza- 

signaiure, nuDeri r. n.enne- — ~--...— 

dy,” and under the name the Evans, now a Washington »aw tions were still in r Bi lues, 
date “10-10-63 ” yer, was en route to Puerto Rico partly to the FBI’s desire not to 

Horner did not inHirata tn Thp today and could not be reached have special attention drawn to 
Star when the srirvteiilancie was for comment. However Tuesday its investigative techniques nor 
started but said the taps were night Evans said he had no rec to engage in a battle with the 
Hio/'nntinnpH nn Anrii iQAs At ollection of whether a wiretap Kennedy forces that could have 
that ” time ~N i c hoi" a s **K a tzenb a c"h authorization directed at King poU tic al overtones, 
was serving as Attorney Gener- ever h«n involved in his The Justice Department on 
^ discussion with Kennedy. Tuesday declined a direct an- 

„ ,.. Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken- 

Asked about the results of the nec jy t D-Mass., said today he swer when asked for documenta- 

would have no comment on tion of Tolson’s contention in his 

IT_i _ T5___ Duf fk» 

nuuvci 5 Ul^L'lUMJrc* iciici iv auwcui. caiuci uua 

aiar- ”1 nave never aumonzen friends of Robert Kennedy month, a Justice Department 
? ia . r '„ . nave never aumonzea SU eeested in recent davs spokesman said Hoover was 
installation of technical electron- “““ s “'gges 1 tea in receni uays, ( everv resnect” in 

jc devices without written au- *£ Kg 5 

Ujonty of the Attorney Gener- jj^ | t . wiretaps were being authomed 

ai - ._ _i<„ m advance and in writing by the 

Today’s disclosures climaxed ^ y o! STificial‘Shad Attorney General during* the 
a long smoldering controversy n d However, the assassi- tune-span of the controversy, 
over the role of the FBI, a sub- nat j“ n came De arly six weeks A Justice department spokes- 

ordinate bureau of the Justice after Robert Kennedy signed the man, asked today if Attorney 

Department, in using wiretaps authorization for the King wire- General John N. Mitchell had 
or nfhpr plprirnnir devices in ^ given Hoover permission to 

investigative matters. The mat- Hocver and Kennedy after the discuss the contents of secret 
ter came to a head Sunday when latter became a New York sena* documents of the King wiretap- 
Carl Rowan, a columnist for The tor accused each other of being ping, replied simply, “no corn- 
star, charged that the FBI had responsible for use of hidden mi- ment.” 

no authority to wiretap Dr. cr0 phones in investigations. However, the spokeman re- 

King's conversations. He quoted Evans figured in that contro- called that the attorney general 
former Attorney General Ram- versy when Kennedy made pub- ***** declined to authorize uis- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- jjc a February, 1966, letter to closures in court of the basic 
zenbach, as saying “the implica- him from Evans’which made the authority for the wiretapping, 
tion that people thought Dr. point that the use of hidden mi-'Such disclosures bad been de- 
King was a security threat is 'crophones was not Kennedy’s re- manded by defense lawyers in 
outrageous.” sponsibility but suggested he the Houston draft evasion hew- 

The Rowan charges prompted I ma" have direct!" a nn roved the ing for former boxing champion 
Associate FBI DireetorClyde A. I u& of wiretaps on phones^That Cassius Clay. It was during that ^ 
Tolson to write to Rowan early letter said the FBI sent national hearing that the King wiretap- .Oy 
this week defending legality of ,security wiretap requests toping was officially revealed for 
the King v.-irctcpc. Kennedy for approval. the first time. 

“For your information,” Tol- It is reliably reported that 
son said in his letter, “the wire- Kennedy was reminded by the 
tap on Martin Luther King Jr. FBI that it still had in its files 
was specifically approved in ad- the authorizations signed by him 
vance in writing by the late at as Attorney General for tele- 
lorney general of the United phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.” ver did not disclose at that time 

any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken¬ 
nedy's approval. 
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M4JLED S 


COMM-FBf 


Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
August 17th and I would like to assure you that the FBI does 
not engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one 
shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed 
Martin Luther King. 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star,” Washington, D, C., on June 19 f 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in tois article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI f s position in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Toison , 
Sullivan 


Bishop_ 

Brennan. C.D 

Callahan _ 

C«"|»er _ 

Conrad _ 

Fell_ 

C.aie _ 

Ru'-en _ 

Tav s'l 
Wallers . 

Soiura __. 

Tele. Room . 

Hulmoh ___ 
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NOTE: On the basis of available information, correspondent is 
not identifiable in Bufiles. She enclosed a news clipping regard¬ 
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REV. MARTIN L KING, JR. » 
He took FBI chief's advice. «* 

.King Muted 
FBI Attack/ 
Time Says 

NEW YORK —(AP)- A 

( Time magazine article this 
week says the late Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. muted 
his criticism of the FBI after 
Jits director, J. Edgar Hoover, * 
^confronted him with wiretaps { 
trevealing King’s alleged ex- i 
itramarital activities. 

C The article, which discusses 
ncvr bock about King, “Thei 
^ King God Didn’t Save,” by 
^novelist John Williams, gives 
-jits version of a 1964 meeting be¬ 
tween King and Hoover. 

* Time says Williams reports 
^-Zthe FBI began tapping King’s 
^telephone and bugging his hotel 
grooms in 1963 and while it un- 
T covered no subversion it “did 
* turn up an astonishing amount 
of informatoin about King’s ex¬ 
tensive and vigorous sexual ac¬ 
tivities.” 

- • Time continues: “Williams 

( las the correct outline of the 
FBI tape story. What he doetf 
not have is pecisely what ham 
ipened at the celebrated meeting 
between FBI Director Hoovei* 
.and King in 1944. 


> “Hoover” Tme le arned, “e x- 
•plained to ling just ’ what 
-damaging private detail he had 
jon the tapes and lectured him 
3hat his mords should be those 
befitting a Nibel Prize winner. 
'He also suggested that King 
.should tone down his criticism 
of the FBI. King took the ad¬ 
vice. His decline in black es- 
j leem followed, a decline scath- 
1 Jngly narrated by Williams.” 
j ; The fact that the FBI had 
■ peen tappiig King’s telephone 
was disclosed last year by FBI 
.agent Robert Nichols in a Hous- 
-lon, Tex, courtroom where 
3)oxer Cassius Clay was seeking 
rto, overturn a sentence for re- 
•fusal to be inducted into the 
lArmy. One of the monitored 
^conversations was between 
;King and Clay. 

Nichols was not allowed by 
Tthe judge to say why King’s 
phone was tapped, but he said 
;it occurred at a time when 
f^ing was attacking the FBI for 
]ja s s i g n i n g Southerr agents! 
leather than Northerner), to pro! 
i'tect civil rights worken. I 
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August 20, 1970 
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I have received your communication of August 12th 
i and would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in 
, blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the 

[ yj allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King. 

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article ‘ 
which appeared in ”The Evening Star,” Washington, D. C», on 
June 19, 1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read, 
i he ini urination in this article is a matter of public record regard¬ 
ing the FBFs position in this matter. 







D°-€ . OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
' - FEDERAL BU-REAU OF IN VESTlC^JpN 
u^iteb states department of JUSTICE 

V\ .1 August 12, 1970 


Dear Mr. Hoover; 

My faith in the integrity of 
the FBI has just evaporated as my 
regard for you. You are not 
worthy of your office. 


Medford, Wisconsin 


MR. TO L ION _ 
MR. BULL! VAN 


MR. C ALL AH AN 

MR. C ASPER - 

MR. CONRAD - 


MR. GALE - 
MR. ROSEN 


MR. WALTERS 
MR. SOY ARS _ 


TELE. ROOM — 
MISS HOLMES — 
MRS. METCALF 
MISS GANOY -fc 
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Time for Hoover to Speak 

j. That the assassinated Martin 
JLuther King possibly had a bad 
flaw in his personal life, as even 
spiritual leaders occasionally do, is 
not the point. Time magazine cur¬ 
rently claims that FBI wiretaps re¬ 
pealed this to J. Edgar Hoover. 

The point is that secret snoopery 1 
into King's private life by an arm 
of the government could have had 
no defensible purpose of trying to 
trap spies or traitors or organized 
crime bosses. The apparent result, 
presumably hoped for, was politi¬ 
cal blackmail. 

King’s effective leadership for 
equal rights of black citizens was 
disturbing to some elements in 
America. Time's report is that 
Hoover, with wiretaps in hand, 
summoned King and "advised" him 
to moderate his public activities 
and lower his voice, especially his 
criticisms of Hoover and the FBI. 

The aim of the improper surveil - 1 
lance, if that is true, was to muzzle 
King and destroy his effectiveness. 

So it is not the relatives and po¬ 
litical heirs and other defenders of 
King that now have the explaining 
to do. Itj s J. Edgar Hoover. 

* : TrfrTft' r .. f •. ■ '» v % '. + v;r\ 

i . -%» I . I i . . - • * •- • ’• ’ I l ' . I Lmi) 

iiM; is 1 

DATE£ • t fr f i HY SPjJfrvliL 



/D 0 -/ 01 






f 

V 


lrL 


August 21, 1970 
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Tucson, Arizona 
Dear, 


bife 



Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
August 17th and I appreciate the interest which prompted you 
to write and bring this information to my attention. 


I would like to assure you that the FBI does 
not engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred 
of trutyi in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin 
LuthepKing. 
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Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared m ‘\fne Evening Star,*’ Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you m^y not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
tae FBI's position in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

- J, Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosure 
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Tol.on _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr _. 


Bishop 


Brennan. C,D. 
^ Callahan _ 


CBsper __ 

Conrad _ 

Fell _ 

Gale_ 


NOTE: Bufiles revfeal prior cordial correspondence witl_ 

and nothing unfavorable. Our last outgoing was 12/1/64 regarding the 
Civil Rights Law. She enclosed a newspaper clipping reporting allegations 
that the FBI blackmailed Martin Luther King. 
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A few years ^ago,the news media showed a 

rC xvin £ ^^ing in a communist class 
Vi . , i( ^ ,riy ot ners-vhen questioned about it-he 

^ 1 Y*? s orly ln tn * r * 1o? ' minutes," 
4<h “t he didnt admit,that,it w&b for 45 min. 
a day. 

Abernathy did not report the donations in the 
r.undreds of thousand of dollars in that Wash¬ 
ington poor man’s march.Fe bought 17 trucks 
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__ TUCSON DAILY CITIZEN 

King’s Sexual Exploits 
Said Used By FBI 




NEW YORK (UPI) - Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., toned 
down his criticism of the FBI af¬ 
ter its director, J. Edgar Hoo¬ 
ver, presented King with wire¬ 
tapped tapes indicating King’s 
extramarital affairs. Time 
magazine said yesterday. 

King met with Hoover in the 
FBI director's office in 1364, 
Time said, where Hoover “ex¬ 
plained to King just what dam¬ 
aging private detail he had on 
the tapes and lectured him that 
his morals should be those be¬ 
fitting a Nobel prize-winner. 

“He also suggested that^ving 
should tone down his criticism 
of the FBI. King took the ad¬ 
vice. His decline in black es¬ 
teem followed . . Time said. 

The statements are in con¬ 
nection w'ith a report of a new 
book on King called “The King 
God Didn’t Save” by black nov¬ 
elist John Williams. 

The book, with the conclusion 
that Kingi was a failure, states 
that King “was a black man and 
therefore always was and al¬ 
ways would be naked of power, 

1 for he was slow, indeed, unable 
to perceive the maiffptrikloif of 


white power, and in the end 
white power killed him.” 

Time said, “Most newspapers 
ignored the rumors and leaks to 
them of King’s extramarital ac¬ 
tivities, but their existence un¬ 
dermined King’s effectiveness 
just the same. The effect, says 
Williams, was one of slow politi¬ 
cal assassination; King tvas 
spared it only by the bullet of 
James Earl Hay.” 

The incriminating tapes came 
about, Time said, when the FBI, 
“suspecting that some of his as¬ 
sociates had Communist con¬ 
nections . . . began taping 
King’s telephone and bugging 
his hotel rooms in 1963. 

“From a security viewpoint, 
the wiretaps uncovered nothing. 
They established no links be¬ 
tween King and the Commu¬ 
nists. But, Williams reports, 
they did turn up an astonishing 
amount of information abo|t 
King’s extensive and vigoro Is 
sexual activities,” Time said, j 
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August 28, 1970 








I have received your letter of August 24th and would 
like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. 
There is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau 
blackmailed Martin Luther King. 


Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in 'The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C., on June 19, 

1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The infor¬ 
mation in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI's 
position in this matter. 

K Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


Enclosure 

NOTE: On basis of available information, correspondent is not 
identifiable in Bufiles. 







Telephone 343-73 3 9 


k 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federa 1 Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Tolson 


innancl 
Mr. Callahan^ 
Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Cnririid_ 


Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tavel—— 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. S .’ars_- 

Tele. Room- 

Miss Holmes-. 
Miss Gandy— 


I an deeply concerned about recent stories in the newspapers 
which make a nunber of allegations against the FBI. The 
purpose of this letter is to find out the truth. 


Please give me the answers to the following questions: 


1. Did the FBI use wiretapping and other 
methods of surviellance to secure infor¬ 
mation about the private life of Dr. Martin 
Luther'iCing? 

2, Was there anything illegal- or uncon- 
stmtutional about the above surviellance 
if it did in faqt take place? 



/TL 


/A 


3. Did the Director of the FBI use infor¬ 
mation about Dr. King*s personall life to 
attempt to force Dr. King to stop his 
criticism of the FBI as was reported in a 
number of papers? 

Thank you very much for any clarification you can provide in 
regard to this natter. 
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August 27, 1970 
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AIL INrijl- 


Your letter was received on August 24th and I would 
like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. 
Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau 
blackmailed Martin Luther King. 


o 

<v r-- __ 

Ci E 



Tolson_ 

Sullivan - 

Molir _ 

Bishop __ 

Brennan. C.D. 
Callahan ... 
Casper . 

Conrad _ 

Fell. . 


With respect to your comments, I am enclosing a copy 
of a copyrighted article which appeared in ’The Evening Star,” 
Washington, D. C., on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had the 
opportunity to read. The information in this article is a matter of 
public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter. 


I can most emphatically assure you that this Bureau has 
not made information regarding Martin Luther King available to any 
unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsibilities, 
we have, however, disseminated information concerning King on a 
high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the Government. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. Eflsw Hoover 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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Mr- Suflivar 

1K,'Vw r — 

Mr.Brcrm«Ti 


Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt .... / 
Mr. Gale / 

Mr. RoscJl_ 

''Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soy*ra_ 

Tele. Room__ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover, 

/ 

It was with a great deal of unrest that I recently completed reading 
an article concerning a soon-to-be-published book about the late Martin Luther 
King, "The King God Couldn’t Save.’’ The article was echoed in several 
magazine publications, in newspapers, and on television and radio. My 
concern centers not on the information concerning Dr. King’s extra-marital 
affairs, but rather on why this information was given to the author of this 
book. As an American citizen, and a supporting taxpayer of your distinguished 
Bureau, I find the apparently simple procurement of wiretap information a 
flagrant degredation of privacy* It is my understanding that wiretapping, when 
•done, is normally highly speculative, exceptionally confidential, and often 
‘illegal. 

j I should apprecaite your taking a moment to explain to me how access 

[to this material was achieved, and if this is common practice? 


Very truly yours, 
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Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Bishop __.. 
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The letter, with enclosure, from you and your 
husband was received on August 24th and I would like to assure 
you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. Also, 
there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau 
black mailed Martin Luthe rafting. 

Enclosed Is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared In The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C., on June 16, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
Information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 


Enclosure 
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Tolson ___ 
Sullivan ___ 
Mohr ___ __ 
Bishop _____ 
Brennan. ('.IV 
Callahan __ 


NOTE: There is no record of Bufiles. 

Enclosed was a copy of an edit^uiMron^n^CnTcago Daily News, ” 
8/15-16'70 containing unfounded allegations against -he Director and 
the FBI. Bufiles reveal this paper has repeatedly made malicious 
editorial attacks on the Director ana the FBI. 
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Aug. 18, 1970 7 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, FBI 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The unwarranted infringment on the personal conversations of 
Dr. Martin Luther King makes all of us less free-less sure that we really 
live in a democracy. 

We fought Word War H, partly to ensure that the type of evesdropping 
that the Nazi T s did to the Jews would not spread to the ’’free world. ” It 
’obviously is too late, and, we too, live in a police state. 

We call for the immediate resignation of J. Edgar Hoover and a new - ; 
(look at democracy in the FB.I. 
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An Independent Newspaper Founded January 1, 1876 
Published by ihe Newspaper Division nf Field Enterprise*, In*. 
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Blackmail, by any name... ^ 

£- f4 '“ 


The facts about the private life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King are none of 
our business; nor are they any valid 
concern of the director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, J. Edgar 
Hoover. 

^ But Hoover, according to a current 
[report in Time magazine, made them 
|his business in a peculiarly obnoxious 
|way. 

King had befcn publicly and con¬ 
sistently critical of the FBI. Hoover 
(the story goes) put a tap on his tele¬ 
phone. and uncovered some gossip 
about King’s extramarital activities. 
Hoover then called in King, lectured 
him on morals, and advised him to 
tone down his criticism of the FBI. 

Columnist Carl Rowan, in discussing 

4r. iS. if 


the article, writes: 1 . > 

1 * 

'The issue of overriding natiobhl ^ 
importance is not whether King en- * 
gaged in extramarital sexual acj^yi;*. * 
The critical questional*.,.; 


ties. 

whether this society is going to permit ? 
public officials who tap telephones and 

kitD kntAl rnnmfc tfn hlflckmflil V2F- 

w v— -... 

„ tims of their spying.” 

We heartily agree. And blackmail is 
the right word, even though money 
was not the objective of the black¬ 
mailer. 

A petition signed by more than 100 
prominent Chicagoans has now been 
sent President Nixon demanding he 
fire Hoover. 

I The move, as we have said time and 
again, is long overdue. 
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August 25, 1970 




ALL INFORMATION C n !!TA'NED 
HEREIN IS UNCLA^p 

DATE £d**t 




Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
August 20th and I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to 
write and furnish me your views. 

I would like to assure you that the FBI does not 
engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred of 
truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 




Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 
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Enclosure 


Sincerely yours, 

7 * Edgar Hoover 





Tolaon _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr __ 


Bishop 

Brennan. C.D. 

Callahan__ 

C aapcr 

Conrad_ 

Kelt . 

(•ale_ 

Koseii_ 

Tavel 


NOTE: Bufiles disclose one prior outgoing to correspondent,. 
3-1-51, regarding identification matters. He enclosed a copy of an 
editorial regarding proposed plans for a march on Washington by 
Ralph Abernathy of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
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Di« J ct« S f'F^rr'reau «T Instigation, 
Washington, 
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Anew march on Washingl&n? 


Three months ago when he was 
making plans for a civil rights 
march through the Georgia coun¬ 
tryside, the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, 
head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, applied to 
the government for police protec¬ 
tion against unlawful disruption by 
outsiders. 

Today, A b e r n a thy is making 
plans for a march on Washington. 
He threatens the use of tactics of 
civil disobedience to bring the Pen- 
/tagon to a halt and “tie up the' 
lwhole Washington scene, if neces-. 


s /wagun 

Vwhole 

o\sary.” 


The good Reverend should make 
up his mind whether he does or 
does not believe in law and order. 
He should also reflect on whether 
tactics such as those he now pro¬ 
poses haven’t lost their effective¬ 
ness under the law of diminishing 
returns. 

Americans have gotten their fill 
of strong-arm, obstructionist meth¬ 
ods used in the name of social jus¬ 
tice. They are less and less inc¬ 
lined to accept Hie argument that 
.unlawful means may be used mas¬ 


s i v e 1 y to combat unlawfulness. 
Their resentment has long since 
been communicated to their repre¬ 
sentatives and senators in Congress 
who in turn are more hesitant than 
in previous times to respond to the 
pressure of mass obstruction and 
disobedience. 

Some civil rights leaders, observ¬ 
ing this development in public and 
legislative opinion, have wisely 
pulled aw'ay from violent means 
and disassociated themselves and 
their organizations from the extre¬ 
mists. But Abernathy seems more 
and m ore inclined to ingr atiate 
hi mselT^w IlH rthe implacame mi li¬ 
tants, wEo, he apparentlyTcars. 
ma y be Ireahngms thund erT He 
encourages young people to refuse 
military service, preaches hostility 
to constituted authority and plans 
for the disruption of the center of 
national government. 

All this can only do harm rather 
than good to the causes he pro¬ 
fesses to represent. The members 
of SCLC ought to begin asking 
whether he has most at heart the 
interests of his followers n r his ow 1 ^ 
ambitions of power and leadership? 1 
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August 26, 1970 




Trenton, New Jersey 

b1(c 4». 
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Tolson _ 
Sullivan 
Mohr __ 


Hi shop _____ 
Hronnan. C.D. 

(uHuhan_ 

Casper_. 

Conrad _ 

Felt___ 

(lah*___ 

hoM-n _ 

Taw>l_. 

Wall.rs 
Sovurs 
I 

II..I 
Gaud 


ALL INFORMATION Cj.. i'nuitu . 
638 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED / 

by s to.\a*Ate 

. Ycwr telegram to President Nixon was referred to 
this Bureau and received on August 24th. I would like to assure 
you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. Also, 
there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau 
blackmailed Martin Luther^ing^ 

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in ’’The Evening Star,” Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI's position in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 

J - Edffar Hoover 


Enclosure 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Mr. Tavel 



Mr. Walters. 
Mr. S*>ars_ 
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Miss Holmes. 
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August 24, 1970 



■— in |fi 

■y 





I have received your letter of August 16th, with 
enclosures. I would like to assure you that the FBI does not 
engage in blackmail activities and that there is not one shred of 
truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther 
King. 



Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which 
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19, 
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The 
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding 
the FBI’s position in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 
7. Edg&T ffoove£ 


Enclosure 




Totson _ 

Sullivan 

Mohr_ 


Bishop _ 

Brennan, C.D. 

Callahan_ 

C asper_ 

Conrad _ 

Kelt _ 

Cult*_ 

Rosen _ 

lave I_ 

Walters_ 

Soiars _ 

Tele. Room _ 

ilolmes_ 

Cuiidv_ 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Enclosures to 
her letter are local news clippings regarding the Martin Luther King 
controversy, the arrest of the Reverend Daniel Berrigan, and to 
article regarding the 1969 Uniform Crime Reports bulletin. 
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J.^dgor Hoover 
FBI 

Washington, B.D, 20000 


Deer Mr. Hoover: 
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COLUMBUS • WISCONSIN 53925 


August 16, 1970 
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Mr. Cal)ahan„ 

Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Con rad_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale.. 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes__ 

Miss Gandy_ 


You have long been on ry list of people to be admired for 
you ar~ doing in public life for the good of our dear country! 


what 


However, r.ov in this day and age of racial equality and opper- a \ . 

tunity I bk e shared for you about releasing the tape alleging sexual activity 4 

in the private life of such e hero to many for peace and goodness in American .*** 
life as Dr. Martin Luther King! C ^ 

Whet is the meaning of "Crine Up Sharply in the 60's, FBI says'fj^ 
in the light of this tape rclerse by which you allow a h'-ro to be slandered? . 

It can only lead to more crir.e and violence-—certainly not to any peace and 
"codncss in An- ricon life! 

! r 

It is ry cpinior. too that you owe an apology in TIME, the MIL- gL * \ 
WAUKT.E JOUPKAL £n y other paper or magazine which published the defamatory 
tape recording! K ^ 

r^s 

If you want help in ridding the country (USA) of crir.e, cer- I - j 
tainly as Christ says, recorded by three evangelists (Matt. 12,25; Mark 3>24; Li-S £ 
Luke 11,17) a house divided against itself cannot stand—you should do all you 
can tD align the good efforts of non-violent men like K.L. King and his sue- 0 
ecssors now to your cause, rather than repelling then through such a charactejn 
slur on their best leader* Lb h 


The following is a quotation from the Milwaukee Journal, jf 
Sunday, August 16, 1970 (today) which also reeds attention: Action for Sur- / 
vival scheduled a "imrch against crime” on Chicago*s South Side, closely allied 
with the Ur 1 an League, backed by Rev. Curtis E. Burrell and Rev, Jesse Jackson: 
"the white economic system that has denied our men and women and young people 
the jobs and opportunity they reed for economic security (and resultant peace¬ 
ful living), on the crir.e syndicate that porvides guns and narcotics for our 
destruction end on the law enforcement system that ignores crimes committed 
against tlecks by blacks cr.c doubly penalizes crimes committed by blacks 

against whites”- how can black people gain anything for a good life in this 

free country of ours unless we work together? 


Sincerely 


Assuring you of prayers for your own self end your efforts for 
the rood of ell people,—fro you ^racially prejudiced? We all owe each other! 

__gU^ ? ,. /, Oyo 

; -' u0S t a \ i b*lC^ ^^ AUG 
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Crime Up Sharply in '60s , FB[ Sa y ; 


WASHINGTON (UPI) - Seri, 
ous crime rose by 148 pe r cent 
in the turbulent 1960s while the 
population of the United States 
increased only IS per cent, the 
' FBI reported Wednesday. 

But Atty. Gen. John N. Mitch- 
ell said “the rate of increase 
slowed down substantially in 
1969,” President Nixon's first 
year in office. 

THE FBI'S uniform crime re¬ 
port is based on crimes re- 
of determining the total number 
ported to police. There is no way 
actually committed. 

( Five miliioD serious crimes 
were r<e p o r t e d last year — 
855,000 of them violent crimes 


like murder, rape, aggravated 
assault, and robbery, and 1.3 
million involving property such 
as burglary, larceny of more 
than $53, and auto theft. 

Tola! property loss was about 
$2 billion in 1969, less the 47 per 
cent recovered by police. The 
overall police rate of solving 
crimes fell 4 per cent in 1965 for 
a 10-year decline of 34 per cent. 

In the past decade, crimes of 
violence rose 130 per cent and 
property crimes were up 151 per 
cent. 

And last year saw the murder 
of 86 law enforcement officers, 
. virtually all by firearms, the 
highest of the decade when a 


total 561 policemen were mur¬ 
dered on duty. Nearly 17 cf 
every 100 law enforcement offi¬ 
cers were assaulted on duty last 
year, up 7 per cent from 1968. 

“IN 1969, the numbered seri¬ 
ous crimes in the United States 
increased by 12 per cent over 
1968, as compared to a 17 per 
cent Increase in 1968 over 1967," 
Mitchell said In a statement ac¬ 
companying the FBI report. 

\ Violent crimes were up II per 
cent compared to 19 per cent in 
1968, he said, and serious crime 
In the big cities Increased only 9 
per cent compared to 18 per 
cent in 1968. 


I ,*«S -i fj 
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ATTY. GEN. MITCHELL 


But the FBI said suburban 
areas continued last year to 
show an above-average rise in » 
the volume of crime—up 13 per/ 
cent. / 


THE USE OF firearms con¬ 
tinued upward. Firearms were 
used in 59 per cent of murders 
last year, 63 per cent of armed 
robberies, and 24 per cent of ag¬ 
gravated assaults. * 

Of the estimated 14,590 mur¬ 
ders in 1969, the FBI said that 
“police. are powerless to pre¬ 
vent a large number of these 
crimes.” 

"The significant fart emerge* 
that most murders are commit¬ 
ted by the relatives of the vic¬ 
tim or persons acquainted with 
the victim,” the report *uL 
“It follows, therefore, that 
criminal homicide la, to * major 
extent, a national sodai prob¬ 


;* iT-r 


lem beyond police prevention. 
In 1969, killings witain the fam¬ 
ily made up over cne-fotirtb of 
all murders.” 

ALL ARRESTS vcre up 71 
per cent in lbe past decade. The 
most dramatic increase in ar¬ 
rests were for narcotics law vio¬ 
lations — up 492 p.-r cent, pri¬ 
marily due to im ) /ement of 
the young age gn , the FBI 
said. 

A special s'udy ol .3,567 crim¬ 
inal offenders released In 1963 
showed 65 per eeit had been 
rearrested by the and of 1969. 
Of those under 20 years of age, 
74 per cent were rearrested dur¬ 
ing the six-year period. 
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ides, Mrs. King 
Challenge Stor 


New York, N. Y. -AP- Three 
colleagues of the late Martin 
Luther King Jr. Monday de¬ 
nounced as "totally false" a 
Time magazine report that FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover con¬ 
fronted King with wiretap evi¬ 
dence revealing Kind's alleged 
extramarital sex activities, " 
A fourth associate said Hoo- 
ver should be suspended for 
"misuse, abuse and malfea¬ 
sance in discharging his re¬ 
sponsibilities" for the wiretap 
on King's phone. 

The widow of the slain civil 
rights leader also issued a 
statement saying the Time sto¬ 
ry did not correspond with 

I jwhat her husband had told her. 
Time stuck by its story. 

Discussed Book 
| Discussing a new book 
about King, "T h e King God 
Didn’t Save," by author John 
Williams, Time said Hoover, 
meeting with King in 1964, lec¬ 
tured King on his morals and 
suggested that he tone down 
his criticism of the FBI. 

In a joint statement issued 
in Atlanta, Ga., the Rev. Ralph 
David Abernathy, King's sic-'* 
cessor as head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence, the Rev. Andrew Young 
and the Rev. Walter E. Faun- 
1 troy, declared: 

"As participants and wit¬ 
nesses to t h e discussion be¬ 
tween Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and J. Edgar Hoover, we 
are shocked by Time maga¬ 
zine’s totally false report. 

"All three of us were pres¬ 
ent during the entire discus-; 
sion and at no point did Mr. i 
Hoover lecture Dr. King or 
even comment on his personal 
life." 

Time "Discredits Self" , 
The statement said it was 
"blatantly untrue that Dr. 
King slowed down his activi- 
t i e s because he felt threat- 
I ened," and added: 

"Time magazine discredits 
itself in seeking to throw mud 
on a man admired and loved by 
millions, black and white. It 
discredits itself in stooping to 
sensationalism through fiction 
and irresponsibility. 

"We suggest that Time re¬ 
read its own story on Dr. 
King’s immortal contribution, 
published when he was named 
Time’s Man of the Year 
(1964)." 

Mrs. Coretta King’s state¬ 
ment, also issued in Atlanta, 
said: "The conversation be¬ 
tween my husband and Mr. 


Mr a. King Abernathy 


i& raft 


Young Jackson 

Hoover, which he related to 
me, does not correspond at all 
with the Time magazine re¬ 
port." 

A spokesman for Time said 
later: 

"A careful reading of Time’s 
article should make quite clear 
the magazine’s admiration for 
Dr. King's work —for exam¬ 
ple, me observations ci.ui Dr. 
King's leadership brought con-' 
science and cohesion to the, 
cause of black equality and 
that he was the catalyst in the 
Turn (o Wirefop, page 3, col. 4 ] 
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Wiretap -——« 

13 King Aides, Widow 
Deny Wiretap Story 


From p*ge 1 

formation of a truly national 
civil rights movement. 

"As for the facts in the arti¬ 
cle. Time stands by its report¬ 
ing." 

. Blasts Hoover 
In Chicago, the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, national director of 
the SCLC's Operation Bread¬ 
basket program, charged the 
FBI with making the wiretap 
tapes as "an i nte ntional defa¬ 
mation of chara cter . 1 ‘ 


siye and vigorous sexual activr 
ities." 

The wiretap on King's phone 
was disclosed last year in 
Houston, Tex., by an FBI agent 
testifying at a hearing on box¬ 
er Cassius Clay's refusal to be 
inducted into the Army. The 
agent was not allowed by the 
judge to say why King's phone 
was tapped. 




Jackson sai d Hoover, in let¬ 
ting the contents of the tane s 
become known, was trying "to 
undercut the trust and respect 
f pr the present^ c i v i 1 rights 
l eade rs." He added: 

"Mr. Hoover has stooped to j 
the lowest rungs of viciousness 
and maliciousness in his under¬ 
handed dissemination of infor¬ 
mation regarding a deceased 
I man." 


Asks Investigation 

Jackson urged that Preii- 
d e n t Nixon suspend Hoover 
pending an examination of the 
FBI director by the civil rights 
division of the Justice Depart¬ 
ment, black jurists and law¬ 
makers and white and black 
psychiatrists. 

Time quotes Williams as 
saying the FBI bjgan tapping 
King's telephone and bugging ; 
his hotel rooms in 1963, and 
while it uncovered no evidence 
of .subversion it "did tum up 
an astonishing amount of in- 
format ioifTrtJtrtfrfCing’s exten- 
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l/uruig uie u^s ui liwuj, 
itant Jews, called “zealots, 
carried out guerilla raid| 
against the Roman forces 
eupyuig Israel. 

Many scholars believe that 
Barrabas, the prisoner Pilate 
released instead of Jesus, was a 
zealot. 

During our own time, the Ger¬ 
man theologian Dietrich Bon- 
hoeffer engaged in a secret plot 
to assassinate Adolf Hitler. 

Church people who engage in 
such acts of violence generally 
defend them selves on high 
moral grounds, but the govern 
ments involved tend to see them 
as treason and act accordingly. 

Bonhoeffer was executed by 
the German government. 
Priests and nuns in Bra zil ap- 


ilUi ni.>ui b 


their crimes. 

^hat isn’t quite true. Fr. Ber - 
,n surely knew that he would 


mi 


hi vi j __ T 

arrested some day. He could 


h ave fled the country 
But what Fr. Berrigan was 
not willing to do was to justify 


the law hv willingly giving him 


win JUm "I . J r j. n * 

self lip. Instead, he attempted to 


make fools of FB I agents, 


sneaking through their midst 


ti me after time to make his~es^ 
cape 


ONE THING, however, is 
nnita tTlSt IS that the 

movement is growing. 

Not only Stringfellow, but doz¬ 
ens of other middle class busi¬ 
ness and professional people hid 
Fr. Berrigan in their homes, 


CI S n*v -.M. - 

young r e s l s t e r and believed 
when they did sq>at they were 
entering a “con^ y” 

IN RHODESIA, the Christian 
churches are openly defying a 
new apartheid law which re¬ 
quires churches to segregate 
their worship and service insti¬ 
tutions, such as schools and hos¬ 
pitals. 

Among the Protestant bodies 
involved there are the Angli- 
cans, Methodists, Presbyteri¬ 
ans, and the Salvation Army. 

wit* _ ___kir^rtne 

me numan utuium; uiauvpo 


icy is immoral, tnc cici'^ tDL 11 ; 
h ave decided that their loyalty . 
must lie not with “Caesar” but 
with God. 

This is not to say that the 
clergymen involved are either 
right or wrong; the debate on 
that will continue. 

But one thing is evident. O ne 
no longer can just assum e tha t 

“i i'Z Inn Ia pI onn mr 

tne cnurui k> k u * u s 10 . 


law and order in any given so- 
cietyT 


in Rhodesia issued a joint decla 
ration threatening to shut down 
all Catholic schools, hospitals, 
and service institutions. 

The Catholic schools serve 
155,000 children and the 131 hos¬ 
pitals and clinics care for more 
than 1 million patients a year, 
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BUT WHEN Fr. Berrigan, a $ 
49-year old Jesuit priest and j 
poet, participated fai the de¬ 
struction of draft recordsdrt Ca-»* 
tonsville, Md. f he jumped Dond 
and went into hiding. 
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